
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 History (British History) summary curriculum map/core concepts 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half term 1: 

How successful was 
Elizabeth I in solving 

her challenges? 
 

How was Elizabethan 
England connected to 

the wider world? 

Half term 2: 
What was the most 

significant moment in 
the century of the 

Stuarts? 

Half term 3: 
Why did people 

migrate to the New 
World? 

- 
How was Lancaster 

connected to the 
Transatlantic Slave 

Trade? 

Half term 4: 
What did Britain gain 

from her empire? 
- 
 

What was the Indian 
experience of the 

British Empire? 

Half term 5: 
What was the Indian 

experience of the 
British Empire? 

Half term 6: 
How did life change 
during the Industrial 

Revolution?  

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

  The challenges 
facing Elizabeth I 
 

 The significance of 
exploration. 

 
 The extent of 

diversity in society, 
by ethnicity and 
wealth. 

 

 How to assess 
historical 
significance 
 

 The significance of 
the Gunpowder 
Plot; English Civil 
War; siege of 
Drogheda; and 
Great Fire of 
London 

 The role of 
Lancaster in the 
Transatlantic Slave 
Trade 
 

 The transport, work 
and resistance of 
enslaved Africans 
 

 Causes of the 
abolition of slavery 
 

 The extent of the 
British Empire 
 

 How Britain 
benefitted from 
Empire: Australia 
case study 

 
 Shifts in power 

from Mughal India 
to the East India 
Company 

 

 The causes and 
consequences of 
the 1857 rebellion 
 

 Impact of empire 
on India 
 

 Independence 
campaigns and 
WW2 as causes of 
independence. 

 The extent of 
change during the 
Industrial 
Revolution 

 
 Understand the 

working and living 
conditions 

 
 The contrasting 

experience of 
Ireland 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Protestant 
Catholic 
Reformation 
heir 
Armada 
Exploration 
Trading company 
Absolute monarchy 

Protestant 
Catholic 
Absolute monarchy 
Civil war 
Republic 
Puritan 
Heir 
Lord Protector 

Enslaved 
Indentured servant 
Plantation 
Resistance 
Abolition 
Import 
Export 
Migration 

Empire 
Colony 
Transportation 
Trading company 

Raj  
Resistance 
Sepoy 
Independence 
Nationalism 
Partition 

Industrialisation 
Revolution 
Reform 
Urbanisation 
Strike 
Suffrage 
Famine 
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