
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS3 Geography curriculum map                                                                                 
KEY CONCEPTS in GEOGRAPHY:  Place     Sustainability     Development         Inequality      Interdependence      Hazards  Cycles 

 Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 
Year 9 Islands 

PLACE/DEVELOPMENT/SUSTAINABILITY 
Development & globalization 
DEVELOPMENT/INEQUALITY/INTERDEPENDENCE/PLACE  

Hazards & Climate change  
CYCLES/HAZARDS/INTERDEPENDENCY 
 

Knowledge 
rich content 

To know the names and locations of major islands of the World 
 
To know the 4 main ways in which islands are formed 
 
To know the physical character of Rapa Nui and how this has changed 
 
To know reasons as to why the Rapa Nui civilization collapsed 
 
To know the physical and human character of Nauru 
 
To know challenges facing Nauru today 
 
To know how Iceland has huge renewable energy potential but also 
what conflicts this brings 
 
To know factors that influence the siting of a HEP dam 
 
To know the delicate relationship between mankind and the 
environment 
 

To know how different development measures can be used to measure 
social and economic development  
 
To know key features of the physical and human character of Africa.  
 
To know common misconceptions regarding Africa and how to challenge 
them. (Hans Rosling; Factfulness) 
 
To know how imports and exports link countries in our modern 
globalized world.  
 
To know the role of container shipping in global trade  
 
To know how economic development can lead to social change - e.g. in 
China  
 
To know how investment from one country (FDI) can benefit another 
e.g. China to Kenya 

To know the distribution of tropical storms 
 
To know the factors that contribute to the formation of tropical 
storms- to be able to explain 
 
To know the primary and secondary effects of a named tropical 
storm, together with the responses to the named storm event. 
 
To know how Tropical storms can be managed. 
 
To know how climate change can be caused by natural factors and to 
revisit understanding of human induced climate change. 
 
To know where we draw evidence for climate change 
 
To know the impacts of climate change 
To know methods to manage climate change; specifically, mitigation 
& adaptation.  

Key subject 
specific 
terminology 

Islands, eustatic sea level change, land bridges, coral polyps, civilization, 
guano, geothermal energy, hydroelectric energy 

Development, Quality of life, Standard of living, Development indicator, 
Human Development Index, Resources, Transnational Corporation, 
Globalisation, Trade, Imports, Exports, Urbanisation, Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) 

Distribution, coriolis force, wind shear, eye, eyewall, outer spiral 
arms, primary/secondary effects, immediate & longer-term 
responses, storm shelters, evacuation.  




