
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 English Literature summary curriculum map/core concepts 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half term 1, 2 and 3: 

Teacher 1: Othello (HT 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 
Teacher 2:Gatsby and Poetry pre-1900 

 

Half term 4: 
Teacher 1: 

Unseen poetry 
 

Half term 5 and 6: 
Teacher 1: 
NEA focus 

Othello and Gatsby: 
By the end of this term, pupils will know….. 

Poetry Pre 1900: By the 
end of this term, pupils 
will know….. 

By the end of this 
term, pupils will 
know….. 

By the end of this term, pupils will know… 

• A vocabulary of types 
of love 

• Structure of the 
course and the year 
outline 

• What each AO is  
• How to use a basic 

essay structure 
• The historical and 

cultural background 
of Othello, as well as 
the context of how a 
contemporary 
audience receives the 
play 

• Understand the 
biographical, cultural, 
social, political context 
of 1920s America, and 

• The ending of both 
texts and the 
various ways that 
we can respond to 
them as readers 
and audiences 

• How to formulate 
alternative 
viewpoints of the 
texts (AO5) and 
how to evaluate 
them 

• How to apply key 
critical theory to 
both texts 

• Write critically 
about all elements 
of both texts (with 

• A timeline of 
love through 
the ages 

• An 
understanding 
of how poets 
are impacted by 
their contexts 
and how to 
discuss this in 
essay form. 

• An 
understanding 
of how to 
compare key 
ideas/themes 
across poems 
and then also 

• A process for 
approaching 
unseen poetry, 
including 
considering 
form and 
structure as 
well as 
language (A02) 

• How to identify 
and explore a 
range of poetic 
techniques, 
building on 
techniques 
learned in the 
previous term 

• The guidelines for their coursework 
choices 

• How to apply the AOs to their essays 
• What good examples look like and how 

they are structured 
• Two pre-1900 texts: including plot, 

characterisation, key themes, contexts 
and authorial methods 

• Know how to link and compare texts 
across time 

• Know which texts they are considering 
• Understand the areas of comparison that 

they can choose from for their essays 



 
 
 
 
 
 

how modern audiences 
respond to materialism 

• Understand American 
history in reference to 
the development of the 
American Dream and 
how we respond to it 
today 

• The roles and 
significance of eight 
key characters in 
Othello 

• The key characters and 
action within the first 
four chapters of the 
novel 

• How to analyse the 
action of both texts, 
the locations, 
characterisation, the 
language with 
reference to the AOs 

• How to engage with 
critical 
thinking/questions 
for both texts 

• How to identify key 
Aspects of Love within 
the first four chapters 
of Gatsby 

• How to recognise 
the themes and 

the AOs as the 
focus)  

• How to engage 
with extracts from 
the play – close 
analysis language 
skills 

• How form and 
structure affect the 
audience’s 
understanding of 
the play and the 
reader’s perception 
of the novel 

• How to apply 
knowledge of both 
texts to exam 
questions   

• How the ending of 
the novel and the 
play reveal 
Shakespeare’s and 
Fitzgerald’s views 
of love 

• How to manipulate 
essay structure so 
that a debate can 
feel ‘natural’ 

• How to evaluate the 
impact of a variety of 
narrative features 

compare with 
the novel. 

• A variety of 
love poems 
from across the 
ages, 
encompassing 
different 
genders, 
cultures and 
viewpoints 

• How to link 
cultural and 
social context 
(AO3) to 
unseen poems, 
in the same 
way as poems 
learned in the 
previous term 

• How to 
compare 
unseen poetry 
and the 
structure of a 
good response 
that covers AO4 

How to cover other 
AOs, such as AO5, 
in an exam 
response 



 
 
 
 
 
 

action of 
Shakespearean 
tragedy, notions of 
the tragic hero 

• Know some of the 
key motifs, images 
and symbols of 
Othello e.g: Animal 
imagery, dark and 
light, war, food, 
insanity, Sexual 
imagery, Hell, 
violence, Passion and 
lust 

• Know some of the key 
motifs and imagery in 
Gatsby 

• How to identify a 
variety of narrative 
features connected to 
AO2 
 

and authorial 
methods connected 
to AO2 

 

TERM ONE: Key Tier 3 
disciplinary vocabulary 
(Othello): 

TERM ONE: Key Tier 3 
disciplinary vocabulary 
(novel): 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 

Ottoman 
Venetian  
Tragedy  
Ensign  
Duplicitous 

Chiaroscuro 
Obsessive 
Juxtaposition 
Symbolism 
Colour Symbolism 

Ballad  
Quatrain 
Heroic 
Alexandrine 
Sestet 

 Assonance 
 Onomatopoeia 
 Simile 
 Metaphor 
 Imagery 

As earlier lists, plus: 
 
Historicist 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Political 
Domestic 
Blank verse  
Imagery  
Prose 
Iambic pentameter  
Rhyming couplets  
Soliloquy  
Dramatic irony  
Gender  
Tragedy  
Tragic flaw 
(hamartia) 
Foreshadowing  
Symbolism 
Metaphor  
Juxtaposition 
Senate 
Soliloquy 
Unrequited 
Honour   
Feminism 
Cultural  

 

Retrospective narrative 
Simile 
Metaphor 
Imagery 
Infidelity 
Platonic 
Foreshadowing 
Opportunity 
Freedom 
Extravagance 
Hedonism 
Materialism 
Capitalism 
Consumerism 
Narrative viewpoint 
Maternal  
Paternal 
Shallow 
Idealised 
Fabrication 
Facade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sonnet 
 
Plus standard poetry 
list (found repeated in 
other units later): 
 Assonance 
 Onomatopoeia 
 Simile 
 Metaphor 
 Imagery 
 Short sentence 
 Enjambment 
 Caesura 
 Listing 
 Personification 
 Objectification 
 Alliteration 
 Repetition 
 Surrealism  
 Stanza 
 Volta 
 
 

 Short sentence 
 Enjambment 
 Caesura 
 Listing 
 Personification 
 Objectification 
 Alliteration 
 Repetition 
 Surrealism  
 Stanza 
 Volta 
 

 


	Year 12 English Literature summary curriculum map/core concepts

