
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 English Language summary curriculum map/core concepts – The emerging linguist 
 

AUTUMN SPRING  
Half term 1: 

Teacher 1: Language Under the Microscope - 
Lexis 

Teacher 2: The History and Future of the English 
Language 

Half term 2: 
Teacher 1: Language Under the Microscope - 

Grammar 
Teacher 2: The History and Future of the English 

Language + Topical Issue Text Types 

Half term 3 and 4: 
Teacher 1: Spoken Language + Text Comparison 

Teacher 2:  
The History and Future of the English Language. Topical 

Issue Text Types + Language Change  
  

Half term 5: 
Teacher 1: Exam Text Types  

Teacher 2: Mock Exam Preparation (Paper 
1) 

Half term 6: 
Teacher 1: Research & Mini Language 

Investigation  
Teacher 2: Comparing Texts 

By the end of this term, pupils will know….. By the end of this term, pupils will know….. By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, pupils will 
know….. 

By the end of this term, pupils will 
know….. 

Teacher 1: 
How to identify 
and comment upon 
lexical and 
semantic features 
of a piece of 
discourse using 
appropriate 
terminology 
 
How pragmatics 
and contexts shape 
language use 
 
How to use 
emerging 
knowledge of 
relevant 
terminology and 
theories to 
describe, evaluate 
and analyse these 
features in an 
academic essay 

Teacher 2: 
That English is a hybrid 
language comprised of 
words from many 
different languages. 
 
The difference between 
prescriptivist and 
descriptivist attitudes 
towards language. 
 
The history of the 
English language up to 
Middle English. 
 
 

Teacher 1: 
How to identify and 
comment upon the 
grammatical structures 
and patterns of English 
at sentence, clause, 
phrase and word level 
 
How pragmatics and 
contexts shape 
language use. 

Teacher 2: 
The history of the 
English language up to 
Modern English. 
 
Specifically, the impact 
of The Printing Press, 
The King James Bible, 
codification and 
standardisation on the 
language. 
 
The requirements to 
complete a successful 
‘topical issue’ response 
for the Paper 1 exam  

Teacher 1: 
How to identify the 
conventions of a broad 
range of discourse types 
including spoken language 
transcripts 
 
The features of spoken 
language including 
phonetics, phonology and 
prosodics 
 
How to use emerging 
knowledge of relevant 
terminology and theories 
to describe, compare, 
evaluate and analyse these 
features in an academic 
essay 
 

Teacher 2: 
The stylistic features of the 
different types of Topical 
Issue texts they may be 
required to write in the 
Paper 1 exam. 
 
A range of different 
opinions and ideas 
regarding the English 
Language (from September 
up to this point) 
 
Haugen’s (1966) four-stage 
model of standardisation. 
Milroy & Milroy (1999) 
theory regarding the 
relationship between 
standardisation on. 
ideology/stratification. 
Labov’s (1966) theories 
regarding overt prestige 
and covert prestige. 
 
The influence of: scientific 
enquiry, the British Empire, 
American English and 
Technology on the 
development of the English 
Language. 
 
The technical vocabulary 
associated with lexical, 

Teacher 1: 
To understand how 
to apparoach 
different text 
types in an exam 
situation. 
 
To understand how 
to identify and 
comment on the 
different language 
features unique to 
different texts. 
 
To understand 
how to apply the 
language levels 
and understanding 
of context to a 
text. 
 
To be able to 
compare and 
contrast the 
language levels in a 
text. 
 
 

Teacher 2: 
How to approach 
each of the three 
questions in Paper 
1 of the English 
Language exam 
(OCR), namely: 
 
Question 1 
Analysing the lexis 
and grammar in a 
text (AO1) and 
explaining its usage 
in relation to the 
text’s context 
(AO3). 
 
Question 2 
Writing about a 
language issue and 
the ideas around it 
(AO2) in a creative, 
engaging and 
accessible way 
(AO5) 
 
Question 3 
Analysing the 
language features 
in a text (AO1), 
explaining its usage 
in relation to the 
text’s context 

Teacher 1: 
How to research 
effectively, 
understanding 
how to use 
reliable sources 
and apply them. 
 
How to approach 
an investigation 
into language, 
applying the 
language levels 
and 
understanding of 
context. 
 
How to link 
knowledge of 
theory to 
analysis. 
 
To understand 
how to quantify 
data and refer to 
it in analysis. 
 
To understand 
how to evaluate 
findings in an 
effective way. 

Teacher 2: 
How to compare 
and contrast a 
range of texts 
effectively (AO4), 
using the 
language levels 
(AO1) and their 
understanding of 
how context 
shapes and 
influences 
meaning (AO3) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

semantic and grammatical 
change in the English 
Language. 

(AO3), and 
comparing and 
contrasting it with 
another text (AO5) 
 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 

Please see glossary of terms for key vocabulary      
 

Each term there will be a topical issue writing task where pupils are given a topical linguistic issue and have to produce a piece of original writing. That piece of writing should match the mode, genre and context required by the task and 
will include reference to any relevant theoretical debate. To aid understanding, style models will be analysed in detail first. 
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