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“Students 1n
the Sixth Form
are aspirational

and well
prepared
for therr

next steps.”

Ofsted
2022

“Students 1n
the Sixth Form
readily assume

leadership
roles.”

of&ted
2022

Jen Turner
Director of Sixth Form

Dear Year || student,

| am delighted you are considering
joining QESixth. Whether you
have been with us since Year 7, or
are looking around for the first
time, this is a really exciting stage
in your educational journey. Sixth
Form is a chance to focus on
subjects that really enthuse you,
to learn from experts and to
discover and develop the skills and
talents that will shape the adult
you are close to becoming.

You may already have in mind the
path you want to step out on
beyond Sixth Form. It may be a
local one, among the fields and
farms of our beautiful area. It may
be national or even international:
you may be setting your sights on
universities, colleges or work
nationally or even abroad. It may
of course be that you are unsure
of your future direction — that’s
ok! We are a large Sixth Form
with a very broad curriculum and
strong pastoral support, as well as
a thriving extra curricular offer.

| hope you find this prospectus
useful and | look forward to
welcoming you to school.

“My child 1s
extremely well
supported whilst
given enough
independence
to enable their

growth.”
Parent, 2024

“QES 6th form
1s the perfect
‘stepping stone’
for young

adults.”
Parent, 2024

“Engaging
lessons and
fantastic pastoral

support..”
Parent, 2024
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Student Welcome

Matthew, Hannah and Euan our Principal

Student Leaders for 2025-2026

Matthew Webb

| have really enjoyed my 6 and a half
years at QES so far. | feel a deep
connection to the community and feel
honoured to represent the school as a
Principal Leader.

QESixth provides the opportunity to
thrive both academically and socially
with extracurriculars as a key part of
student life. Whether that’s sport,
music, drama or academics, there’s
something here to engage and develop
your interests. | have really
appreciated how QESixth has built my
confidence, communication and
leadership skills.

You will receive unparallelled support
at QESixth from the encouraging
teaching staff and your fellow pupils.
You also have the opportunity to
support younger pupils, something that
is extremely popular through DofE.

Right from the start, QESixth prepares
and guides your choices for the future.
| have applied to university but many
of my peers will be entering
apprenticeships, travelling and
volunteering or heading straight into
the world of paid work. No matter
what your choices are, QESixth assists
you along that future pathway.
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Hannah Case

Having been at QE Family of schools
since year 7, | feel so honoured to be
a Principal Leader. During my time at
QES I've been supported academically
and personally, and I've been given
endless opportunities to grow and
improve. This is all thanks to the
teachers and community at QES, who
have played a key role in me
becoming the person | am today.

QES is an environment in which I've
developed people and life knowledge.
I've been given opportunities like the
Duke of Edinburgh scheme, helping
younger students in reading
interventions, being co-captain to our
dedicated year || netball team, and so
many more.

QES helped me discover my passion
for art and design, which | study at A
level alongside Business Studies and
Sport, and Art has motivated me to,
hopefully, pursue my creative eye in a
degree.

QESixth has really helped me find my
academic feet: the support systems
and the inspiring people around me
helped me enjoy my learning. In the
Principal Student Leader role, I've
already gained so many leadership,
public speaking and life skills that are
going to hugely benefit me in the
future. | look forward to what this
role entails in the future!

Euan Dawson

QES has played a massive factor in
forming me into the person | am today.
Over the past 6-7 years | can confidently
say that by being in the QES environment,
| have become a better person and built
strong relationships with students and
teachers. Even when | had (temporarily)
moved onto college at the end of year | I,
when | decided it wasn't for me and
changed my mind, QES welcomed me
back with open arms to the same
supportive environment they provided
with me from year 7 to year | I.

With every challenge that has faced me
at my time at QES | have had no doubt
that | would be able to overcome that, a
main part of that confidence coming from
the support system QES staff and
students offer. As well as the people at
QES | have also made lifelong memories,
such as winning the football County cup,
visiting Old Trafford, going on the
Midland Football Tour and that doesn't
even account for the countless memories
| made within class as well. QES has
presented me with various opportunities
which have helped shape my future
including the BAE Systems Spotlight
Experience and UCAS Edge Hill
Exhibition. All these opportunities and
memories have maximised the enjoyment
of my QES experience and essentially
inspired me to become QESixth Principal
Leader.
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Students at QESixth can be confident in specialist teachers in specialist subjects




Scholarship

We are very proud of the broad range of courses we offer

Our curriculum offer is made up
of A Levels and vocational
Pathway qualifications.

Students take a minimum of 3
subjects and can choose from all
A Levels, all Pathways or a
combination of both.

Students may add a fourth subject
if they wish, and many chose to
study the Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ).

You are asked to indicate your
choices on the digital application
form. From these choices we will
construct the option blocks to
reflect the most popular
combinations of subjects, taking
into account the availability of
specialist staff and facilities.

It's also important to consider
broader aspects of your learning
in terms of other qualifications or
activities. So on your application
form we’d like you to indicate
other courses or activities you
are likely to be involved in, either
in school or in your own time. In
school these could be:

e Music qualifications
e D of E Award
e EPQ

These options will be discussed at
interview, as will the many extra
curricular opportunities available.

The choices you make at this stage
are not binding. You can change
your mind although you need to be
aware that the option blocks will
become fixed eventually and some
courses may be oversubscribed.

You must contact Ms Turner
directly if you want to discuss a
change of options. If the course you
opt for is oversubscribed you could
be asked for a second choice.

Similarly, if an option s
undersubscribed then it may not
run so we’d ask for an alternative.
An offer of a Sixth Form place is
dependent on your attaining the
required grades at GCSE, as are
places on individual courses.

You are advised to read the course
guidelines to make sure a course is
suitable. We would ask you to
discuss your options very carefully
with your teachers to indicate your
suitability for your choices.

If you have a particular university
course in mind (eg Law, Medicine),
you need to check that your
options are appropriate. The best
way to do this is to go to the UCAS
website and subject search or look
at university websites.

For details on all courses, please
see subject PDFs on the website.



https://qes.org.uk/sixth-form/applying-for-sixth-form/
https://qes.org.uk/sixth-form/applying-for-sixth-form/
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We are proud of the pastoral care that we
offer, in parallel with academic support

Pastoral Care |

All students are assigned to a
form tutor who they will see
daily for morning registration.

The role of the form tutor is
seen as crucial — this daily
contact with students helps
them settle quickly, offers a
first port of call with any
problems and provides the
setting for the Personal
Development (PD) curriculum.

All students are expected to
participate in this curriculum
which consists of a weekly
lesson, assemblies and many
other opportunities, all of
which are aimed at developing
the student into a young adult
who can navigate a changing
world with confidence and
understanding.

The programme covers health
education, driving  safety,
digital  safety,  well-being,
careers and a range of other
important life skills and topics.

Students in the Sixth Form also
have access to our student
counsellor, Sarah W/illiams,
who can be available to work
with students either as a one
off or on a regular basis.

Academic Support

Alongside pastoral support,
our year team also offers
support for students with their
academic progress in subjects.

Students in the first instance
are supported by their form
tutor, who will give advice on
managing the transition to A
Level study through form time
and the PD programme.

If a student finds the academic
transition particularly
challenging, they will be
mentored by one of the Sixth
Form Leadership Team on a
regular basis to help them set
manageable targets.

We are proud of our positive
working relationships  with
parents and will communicate
with you regularly about your
student’s academic progress.
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Students in QESixth are hugely important role models for younger pupils
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Our Expectations

Its important to understand
what makes a school Sixth Form different

Our Contract \

We understand that students have
many choices available to them at
post-16 and we are delighted that
you are considering us.

It’'s important for students to
understand what makes a school
Sixth Form different to other
providers, such as colleges.

Our expectations are outlined in
our Sixth Form Contract which is
available on our website. A
summary of the key expectations
are as follows:

» Students will attend every day
and follow safeguarding
protocols for exiting and
entering the site.

» Students will commit to a full
curriculum of at least 3
subjects.

+ Students will adhere to the
Sixth Form uniform policy in
order to be visible role models
for the school community.

 Students will use independent
study periods effectively, with
support from their tutors and
teachers, to fulfil the
independent study
requirements of Level 3
courses.

Our Dress Code

As senior members of our
community, we ask that the
Sixth Form adhere to the
dress code to help us maintain
high standards for the rest of
school.

The full details of our uniform
policy can be found online.

\ Privileges

As a Sixth Former, you will
enjoy privileges that are
specific to your unique
position as young leaders of
the school. These include:

¢ Independent study periods

¢ A range of Sixth Form
specific facilities: see pl6.

e Permission to leave site at
lunchtime, providing that
you sign in and out.

e Access to a range of
nationally recognised extra
curricular activities, such as
Young Enterprise and
Duke of Edinburgh Gold
Award.
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Making

Subject Choices

Selecting options 1s an exciting
stage - but please think carefully
about your choices

We'd encourage all students
to think very carefully about
their option choices — but
please don’t feel as though this
challenge is one you need to
face alone. One to one
support and guidance about
your option choices is available
as we go through the
application process with you.

You can take a range of
courses, both academic and
vocational: the important thing
is that the subjects are right
for you.

* you enjoy the subject

* you have researched the
entry requirements for future
study/career aspirations

* your selection of options
allows for breadth

* you understand whether the
assessment is continuous or
at the end of the two years

* you have read the course
details and spoken to relevant
staff and it appeals to you

* you are on track for the
“essential” grades cited in the
Entry Guidelines on our
website.
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Initially, you’ll indicate your
reasons for your subject
choices on your application
form. Next comes the
interview during which your
motivations and suitability will
be discussed.

But for a start, below are some
tips covering good and bad
reasons for picking options.

Bad Reasons

* your friends are doing it
* you think it is easy
* you think it is harder

* you have out of
date/incorrect advice for
entrance requirements at
university (in other words,
you have not checked this
yourself)

* other people think you
should take it



Our Subjects

Choose 3 subjects: either all A Levels, all vocational Pathways or a combination.

*A-Levels are academic qualifications
* *Pathways are vocational qualifications

Art* Biology* Business* Chemistry* C:S:z:::;:r
Criminology** Digital Media** an dD.Ir;;ire* Economics* LaEnl%j::e*
Maths* Further Maths* Music* PE* Philosophy*
Pe'r:ftrs::ng Photography* Physics* Product Design* Psychology*
Heal(t:f;i*iocial Spanish* Politics* Sgﬁ;:i:;]ld Sociology*
Activity**

Our other qualifications

DofE Music GCSE English GCSE Maths

Award EPQ Qualifications resit resit Life Maths
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‘We encourage students to select a balance of subjects that suits their personal strengths

2
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Key Dates

Our application timeline

all the way to starting at QESixth

Oct

Applicaa = Usernames and
Passwords sent to Year | Is
school email accounts

Fri, 12 December

Deadline for applications to
QESixth.

Mon/Tue, 2, 3 February
Welcome Mornings -
external applicants are
invited into school for their
interview and to see the
school during the day.

Fri, 13 February
Conditional Offer emails

sent out.

June

Apply for transport via the
council and the Bursary, if
needed.

Wed, 2 September

Start of Term for Year 12

September — Date TBC

Parents’ Induction
Evening for QESixth

1 ] ]
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Oct

Nov

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr

May

Jun

Aug

Sep

Wed, 26 November
QESixth Open Evening 6-8pm

!

Thu, 15 January
Subject Review afternoon
for LLT Year ||

wl/c Mon, 19 January
QESixth Interviews for
Internal students

!

!

Wed, 17 June

QESixth Step Up day -
Students who have received

an offer of a place are invited
for taster lessons and to meet
their subject staff.

Thu, 20 August

GCSE Results — QESixth
Enrolment Day

All students enrol in person
in school.
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Important

Notes ,

Practical information for students §

. c

New to QES?

Should you have any queries
about the application process,
do not hesitate to contact a
member of the Sixth Form team:

On receipt of your application, we will
contact your Head Teacher for a
reference.

You will also be invited to one of our
Welcome Day (see Key Dates).

All Students will need to apply and pay
for a Bus Pass via your local council,
including those who have previously
received free transport. Further
information to follow in the Summer
Term.

* Jen Turner
Director of
Sixth Form

* Luis Domingues
Deputy Director
of Sixth Form

* Abbie Shannahan
Assistant Director
of Sixth Form

Students wishing to drive to school will

need to seek permission from the Sixth

Form team before doing so.

Sixth Form Bursary

The Sixth Form Bursary is a nationally
funded scheme, aimed at helping young
people facing financial hardship to stay
in full time education.

 Sarah Williams
Sixth Form
Student Counsellor

* Joanne Mason
Sixth Form
Administrator

Contact Details

For eligible students the Fund can help
towards the cost of essential course

related costs such as travel to school, sixthform@qes.org.uk
equipment, books, essential trips and
attending university interviews. 015242 71275

For details, see our website or contact
Mrs Mason
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Our Sixth Form Library, 1s a place for quiet independent study

15| Page



Sixth Form Library

Offers a dedicated space for
students to study quietly and
independently, with access to a
wide range of resources.

The library collection supports
higher level learning related to
courses. It is equipped with
PCs and has access to a
fantastic range of digital
resources, including online
academic journals, enabling
students to access quality, up
to date research.

Sixth  Form students are
significant in their involvement
in Library-related activities
with younger students in the
school. Many take up the
opportunity to help with the
running of both the Sixth Form
and lower school libraries;
organising reading and creative
writing groups; helping at
author events and during
special occasions such as
World Book Day.

Additionally, sixth formers can
access our Senior Fiction
collection which is based in
Roeburn. This is located in a
staff and sixth form reading
area equipped with sofas.
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A quick look at the special
spaces for our students

The Meadow Room is our
common room space for
QESixth. Based in Springfield
House, it is a light and airy
space for group study and
socialising.

Our very own Café 6 is open
every day from 9.00am until
2.00pm serving delicious food
exclusively to Sixth Form
students.

A favourite is clearly the
nachos, but sandwiches, baked
potatoes, salads and soups are
all available and you can pre-
order if the day is particularly
hectic!




Destinations

We are proud of our identity as
a Sixth Form where the
vocational and academic are
valued equally; as such we
ensure that the support we
provide for destinations after
Sixth Form focuses on a variety
of routes into further education,
higher education, training or
employment.

Higher Education

Our team offer guided support
throughout the UCAS process,
including a bespoke ‘UCAS
Express’ programme  which
helps students get a head start
on the process of applying for
university.

We work with external
providers, such as Newcastle
and Lancaster Universities, to
provide students with up-to-
date and specific advice for all
stages of the application process.

Apprenticeships

Apprenticeships are an
increasingly popular post-18
choice, and we provide support
and guidance for all stages of
apprenticeship applications.

Students benefit from sessions
run by prestigious providers
such as BAE Systems, which help
them aspire to and apply for
these rewarding routes.

Former Students

“After leaving QES, | can honestly say | felt completely equipped with all the tools (both
academically and emotionally) to face what came next, and | couldn’t be happier with
where | am now.

At QES, | was always taught that my greatest asset was my authenticity and my passion
for becoming whomever | wanted to be; it is this which has enabled me to settle so
well into university life.”

Abigail Pearson
Class of 2022
Studying Sociology, Sheffield University

“QES led to me pursuing my interests and being offered interviews at a top UK
university.

Students are supported with the means to further their academic and professional
careers in so many ways...

Attentive teachers willing to offer recommendations for work beyond subject
curricula; access to a great library and online resources; several fascinating and engaged
clubs; opportunities for work experience, summer schools, and taster lectures...”

Astrid Peterson
Class of 2023

QESixth 2025- Year 13 (%)

University
m Apprenticeship

m Employment n

m Armed Forces R
m Further Education

m Gap Year/Deferred Entry

m Other
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Our 10 Values give a focus
for school life across our
communities

Respecting Working Hard Being
the Past and and Doing Decent to
1ts Traditions Your Best Others

Being Polite,
Friendly
and Courteous

Getting

Involved

Respecting Thinking of Encouraging
the Others Global

Environment Less Fortunate Citizenship

Remembering
Life Is About More
Than Money
& Material Things
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