
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 English Literature GCSE summary curriculum map/core concepts 
Please note: English Literature is interleaved with English Literature across 4 lessons per week and two teachers. We study the Eduqas specifica�on. 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half term 1 and 2: 

19th Century texts: A Christmas Carol 
Half term 3 and 4: 

Shakespeare – Macbeth 
 

Half term 5 and 6: 
Anthology Poetry 

(Shared by teacher 1 and 2. Begun in HT4) 
By the end of this unit pupils will know… By the end of this unit pupils will know….. 

 
By the end of this unit pupils will know….. 

• The literary, social and cultural context to the 
novella:  the social message of ‘A Christmas 
Carol’; Dickens’ social and poli�cal beliefs. 
Poverty in Victorian Britain (including the 
Poor Law and workhouses) .The ‘Malthusian 
Controversy’ The Gothic   

• How the context affects Dickens’ wri�ng, and 
both a Victorian reader’s and modern 
reader’s responses to the novella.  

• The plot and order of events  
• Characters –how they are presented, what 

role they serve 
• Themes in the novella – how they are 

presented, how they link to the novella’s 
overall message, key events, key quota�ons 

• How to analyse key quota�ons 
• The role of the intrusive narrator and the 

effect this has on the reader  

• General contextual informa�on about 
Jacobean England that pertains to the 
play (e.g. the idea of the Divine Right of 
Kings, James’ I interest in the 
supernatural, percep�ons of witchcra� in 
general)  

• The plot of Macbeth  
• Who the key characters are, what they 

do in the play, their predominant 
characteris�cs, their roles in the play  

• The key themes of the play and why 
these are important  

• The structure of the play, par�cularly 
tracking the ‘downfall’ of Macbeth as 
befits a Shakespearean tragedy, and key 
‘turning points’ within the play.   

• How Shakespeare uses language and 
drama�c devices (e.g. drama�c irony) for 
effect  

• Students will know the following about 
each of the poems:                             

• the poem’s context (and its relevance to 
the poem) We define context as ‘literary, 
biographical and social factors that may 
influence a reader’s response to the 
poem’.  

• The basic meaning/what is happening  
• Who is speaking – and who the poem is 

addressed to  
• The tone of the poem  
• Key language and structure techniques – 

and why they are implemented  
• The writer’s key message and the key 

themes  
• Poten�al comparisons to other poems   
• Their own personal response   



 
 
 
 
 
 
• The structure of the novella and how this 

emphasises the overall message of 
redemp�on  

• What cons�tutes an effec�ve essay on A 
Christmas Carol.  

 

• How an audience would respond to the 
play at significant moments 

• How to plan and write an independent 
response to a given extract from the play, 
focusing primarily on audience response 
and the writer’s techniques.  

• How to write a structured, analy�cal 
essay on a character, ensuring the whole 
play is thoroughly covered and 
quota�ons are writen about from 
memory.  

 

• How to annotate their poems effec�vely, 
focusing on language and structural 
techniques and their impact  

 
• How to plan an essay on a single poem 

and an essay on a poetry comparison  
• How to write a structured, analy�cal 

essay on a poem on its own and a poetry 
comparison, both with a clear thema�c 
focus  

 
 
 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
 

Allitera�on  
Anecdote  
Audience address  
Didac�c  
Drama�c irony  
Irony  
Metaphor 
Mo�f  
Narrator  

Novella 
Omniscient  
Pathos  
Personifica�on  
Sa�re  
Simile  
Symbolism  
 

Pathe�c fallacy  
Drama�c irony  
Tragedy   
Hamar�a   
symbolism  
Metaphor/simile  
 

imagery  
Iambic pentameter  
Rhyming couplet  
prose  
meter  
Aside   
 

Allitera�on   
Assonance  
Sibilance  
Free verse  
Rhyme scheme  
Rhythm- regular/ 
irregular  
Stanza  
Sonnet Structure  
Caesura  
Speaker/Narrator  
 

Enjambment  
Imagery  
Metaphor  
Simile  
Personifica�on  
Repe��on  
Tone  
Context  
Impera�ve  
Stanza  
Symbolism  
Polysyndeton  
iamb  
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