
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Performing Arts Pathway summary curriculum map/core concepts 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half Term 1: 
Introduction  

Performing Arts Pathway 

Half Term 2: 
Styles of Theatre 

 Brecht / Physical Theatre / 
Naturalism / Artaud 

Half Term 3/4: 
Component 2 

Developing skills and techniques in Performing 
Arts 

Half Term 5/6: 
Professional Repertoire /Devising 

Component 3: Responding to a brief 
Component 1: Exploring the performing arts 

By the end of this term, pupils 
will know… 

By the end of this term, pupils will 
know… 

By the end of this term, pupils will know… By the end of this term, pupils will know… 

Course Structure: 
 The course breakdown and 

3 component structure.  
 Expectations of taking the 

course, rehearsals and time 
commitment. 

 Initial skills audit and pre-
teaching of vocal, physical 
and spatial skills through a 
series of workshops. 

 
Voice 

 How to utilise tone, pitch, 
pace and accent in 
performance for dramatic 
effect.  

 How to use phrasing, 
breath and pause for 
dramatic effect.  

 
Physical 

 How to use posture, 
gesture, gait and body 
language to portray 
character for dramatic 
effect.  

 

Styles of Theatre: 
Brecht 

 Origins of Bertolt Brecht and 
‘Epic Theatre’.  

 Key Brechtian theatrical 
devices for performance.  

 How to utilize political/social 
ideas for performance.  

 
Physical Theatre: 

 What physical theatre is and 
how movement/sequence 
can be used for storytelling.  

 How to devise in a physical 
theatre style incorporating 
techniques such as 
movement, gesture and lifts 
as the main form of 
storytelling.  

 
Naturalism: 

 Origins of Stanislavski and 
‘Naturalism’. 

 Key techniques to work in the 
style and utilize the 
Stanislavski method within 
students practical works.  

Brief for Component 2 is released at Christmas.  
Easter submission for Unit 2. 
 
Rehearsal / Production Processes: 

 Health and safety 
 Performer behaviours such as punctuality and 

reliability. 
 Interpretation of existing performance material 

such as script.  
 Development of skills through portfolio, 

responding to feedback.  
 
Interpreting Performance: 

 Experimentation with ideas, learning dialogue, 
movement, blocking and choreography for 
performance.  

 Physical/vocal/spatial skills for performance.  
 
Reviewing Performance: 

 Responding to feedback with actions and targets.  
 Referencing professional working practice 

 
Development of skills: 

 How to partake in a series of performance 
workshops to develop skills in voice, physicality 
and spatial skills.  

Responding to a brief 
Component 3 (prep): 

 Students introduced to an example stimulus 
from the exam board.  

 Stimulus exploration and key ideas.  
 Chosen practitioner style and groupings for 

performance work.  
 Workshop sessions to aid in refinement and 

development of ideas into performance.  
 Mark scheme criteria for this component and 

how to succeed in practical and written 
aspects.  

 Preparatory work for evaluation will also 
begin.  

 How to conduct practical work in Pathway and 
how to devise using a specific style of 
performance.  

 Watch and explore professional works in 
specific styles, students will learn how to 
justify/evaluate effectiveness of professional 
repertoire.  
 

Further skills development: 
 Individual and group skills-based workshops. 
 Structuring practical work, including 

composition, creative intentions, target 
audience.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Roles and Responsibilities 
 Students encounter 

different roles and 
responsibilities within the 
industry, such as role of the 
director, actor, 
choreographer and musical 
theatre performer.  
 

 
Artaud: 

 Origins of Antonin Artaud 
and his ‘Theatre of Cruelty’.  

 Key Artaudian theatrical 
devices for performance.  

 How to create an immersive 
experience for audience 
through use of the sensory. 

 
 

 How to successfully reflect on own skills and 
development, through target setting and 
reflection.  

 Using performance repertoire and techniques to 
further develop individual skills and use of 
ensemble.  

 
Review own skills/processes: 

 How to complete development logs and reflective 
writing on own skills.  

 How to identify areas for 
improvement/refinement in terms of own skills.  

 
Performance/Assessment: 

 How to complete a performance piece for 
examination.  

 How to respond to a set brief given by the exam 
board.  

 How to review own skills and 
development/refinement of skills in relation to 
creation process of performance work in response 
to the brief. 

  

 Communicating ideas, opinions and thematic 
issues within performance work.  

 Development and refinement of devising 
process and of professional rehearsals. 

 
Exploring the performing arts 
Component 1 (prep): 

 How to evaluate and replicate professional 
repertoire and explore thematic issues, style 
and genre of performance material.  

 How to write about and implement, 
professional performance work including 
stylistic qualities, features and dramatic 
intentions.   

 Explore different styles of performance 
including: dance, musical theatre, acting. 

 How to respond to stimulus. 
 Roles and responsibilities such as actor, 

dancer, director, choreographer. 
 Management of time in rehearsals, refinement 

and implementation of 
feedback/improvements.  

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
Phrasing, musicality,  
intonation, diaphragm,  
technique, responsibilities, statutory 
requirements, health and safety, risk, 
impact.  
 

Spass, gestus, episodic structure, 
alienation effect, devices, direct 
address, placard, verfremdungseffekt. 
Body prop, sequence, movement, 
ensemble, choreography, unison, 
canon, stance, proxemics, musicality. 
Sensory, experience, juxtaposition.  

Professional working practices, review, reference, stylistic 
qualities, techniques. 
  

Analyze, evaluate, process, rehearsals, development, 
refinement, reflection, promenade, in-the-round, 
traverse, site specific, devising. 
Performance, audience, episodic structure, forum, 
political, genre, reflection, refinement, creative choices,   
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