
 

 

Year (12) (Psychology) summary curriculum map/core concepts 
 

AUTUMN   SPRING SUMM
ER 

Half term 1: 
Clinical Psychology and 

Research Methods 
Qualitative 

Half term 2: 
Attachment and 

Research Methods 
Quantitative 

Half term 3: 
Memory 

Half term 4: 
Social Influence and 
Approaches 

Half term 5: 
Biopsychology 

Half term 6: 

Relationships 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know… 

By the end of this 
term, pupils will know… 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know… 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know… 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know… 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know… 

 

Clinical Psychology 

• Definitions in the 
field of mental 
health. 

• Characteristics, 
behavioural 
explanations and 
treatments of 
phobias. 

• Characteristics, 
cognitive 
explanations and 
treatments of 
depression. 

• Characteristics, 
biological 
explanations and 
treatments of 
OCD. 
 
 

 

Attachment 

• Animal 
attachment 

• Learning theory 

• Monotropy 

• Strange 
situation 

• Cultural 
variations 

• Maternal 
deprivation 

• Institutional-
isation 

• Attachment in 
later life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Memory 

• Coding, 
duration and 
capacity of 
long and 
short term 
memory 

• Multistore 
memory 
model 

• Working 
memory 
model 

• Forgetting 

• Eyewitness 
testimony 

Social Influence 

• Normative 
and 
information 
social 
influence 

• Conformity 

• Asch 

• Obedience 

• Milgram 

• Explanations 
of obedience 

• Minority 
influence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Biopsychology 

• Nervous system 

• Neurons 

• Synaptic 
transmission 

• Endocrine 
system 

• Fight or flight 

• Ways of studying 
the brain 

• Localisation of 
the brain 

• Split brain 
research 

• Plasticity 

• Brain recovery 
after trauma 

Relationships: 

• Attraction: 

Filter theory 

• Attraction: 

Physical 

appearance 

• Attraction: 

Disclosure 

• Social 

Exchange 

theory 

• Equity 

theory 

• Investment 

model 

• Relationship 

breakdown 

model 

• Parasocial 

relationships 

• Online 

relationships 



 

Research Methods 

• Types of data 

• Reliability and 
validity 

• Ethics 

• Sampling 

• Questionnaires 

• Interviews 

• Observations 

• Case studies 

• Content analysis 

• Writing a report 

• Psychology and 
the economy 

Experiments 

• Independent 
and dependent 
variables 

• Hypothesis and 
aims 

• Experimental 
design 

• Types of 
experiments 

• Correlations 

• Data handling 
and analysis  

• Statistical 
testing 

• Is psychology a 
science? 

Approaches 

• Behavioural 
approach 

• Psychodynamic 
approach 

• Social learning 
theory 

• Humanistic 
approach 

• Biological 
approach 

• Comparison of 
approaches 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

 Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
 vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 
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vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Clinical Psychology: 
Conditioning, systematic 
desensitization, flooding, 
negative triad, CBT, 
neurotransmitter, 
serotonin, polygenic, 
SSRI 
Research methods: 
Validity, reliability, types 
of sampling, demand 
characteristics, ethics,  
researcher effect, covert, 
overt, naturalistic, 
control, primary and 

 Attachment: 
 Primary caregiver,    
imprinting, conditioning, 
monotropy, critical 
period, secure 
attachment, insecure 
attachment, cross 
cultural research, meta-
analysis, affectionless 
psychopathy 
 
Experiments: 
Independent and 
dependent variable, 

Memory: 
Encoding, 
retrieval, 
rehearsal, long 
and short term 
memory, 
auditory, 
visuospatial 
sketchpad, 
episodic buffer, 
interference, 
anxiety, leading 
questions.  

Social influence: 
Conformity, 
obedience, 
normative, 
informational, 
proximity, locus of 
control, 
authoritarian 
personality, minority 
influence 
 
Approaches: 
Classical and 
operant 

Biopsychology: 
Central and peripheral 
nervous system, 
neurons, excitatory, 
inhibition, hormones, 
endocrine, synaptic 
nervous system, 
adrenaline, fMRI, EEG, 
autopsy, localization, 
Broca’s area, 
hemispheric 
lateralization, plasticity. 

Relationships: 
Social 
demography, halo 
effect, matching 
hypothesis, self 
disclosure, 
reciprocity, cost 
reward analysis, 
intrinsic and 
extrinsic 
investment, 
dyadic phase, 
parasocial 
relationship, 



 

secondary data. 
 

independent measures, 
matched pairs, 
naturalistic, quasi 
experiment, correlation, 
co-variables, sign test, 
Spearmans rho, Mann 
Whitney, Pearsons, 
unrelated t-test. 

conditioning, 
psychosexual stages, 
modelling, vicarious 
reinforcement, 
genetic, 
neurochemistry, 
self-actualisation, 
conditions of worth. 

absorption 
addiction model,  



 

 


