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Life After Sixth Form 
 

There are a number of options available to you as you consider life after Sixth 

Form. The vast majority of you will make an application to Higher Education 

through the UCAS system (we ask all students to register with UCAS and 

begin an application even if you are not sure as this will give you time to 

research and make a firm decision at a later date). Other routes such as 

apprenticeships are also popular and you will receive more support with 

these throughout the year. 

 

This booklet is designed to give you as much guidance as possible. The UCAS 

site itself is a wealth of information and 2025 applications are now live, so the 

sooner you start looking and begin your application, the better! 

 

Students can apply to performance based courses through UCAS 

Conservatoires which is directly linked to the UCAS site and there is 

information about early entry,  Art courses and drama schools in the back of 

the book. 

A note on our UCAS policy at QESixth:  

 

We ask all students to register with UCAS and begin an application, even if you are not 

sure you want to go to university. This will make things easier if you change your mind 

later on and mean that your application can be processed promptly in a way that does not 

disadvantage you. 
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Key dates 

May  UCAS Apply 2026 becomes live 

22nd May  
Destinations Day- presentations by external providers inc 

unis, apprenticeship providers 

June  
PD sessions cover UCAS application, personal statements 

and course choice 

5th June  Higher Education Information Evening, 6.30-7.30 pm 

14th July First draft of personal statement for early applicants 

2nd September UCAS applications can be sent from this date 

24th September UCAS Fair trip– all Year 13– Edgehill University– TBC 

26th September Personal statement first draft deadline for all applicants 

26th September 

School deadline for applications to Oxbridge, Medicine, Vet 

courses and 

Dentistry  

2nd October Conservatoire applications must be submitted 

10th October Subject teachers submit UCAS Predicted Grades 

15th October 

Oxbridge, Medicine, Vet courses,  

Dentistry applications must be  

submitted to UCAS 

October half term Most applications should be complete 

1st December School deadline for all UCAS applications 

14th January Final national UCAS deadline 

Early 2026 on-going Can apply for student finance 

February 2026 UCAS Extra opens 

6th May 2026 
Deadline for replying to offers IF all offers received by 31st 

March 

3rd June 2026 
Deadline for replying to offers IF all offers received by 13th 

May 

13th August 2026(TBC) Results Day: places confirmed via email; Clearing opens 
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Select Sign in from the drop-
down menu.  

NB This site also gives 

options to find a course, 

submit your application 

and track your offers 
 

The UCAS HUB 

Using the online application system: www.ucas.com  

Click on the register and  

apply 2026 entry 
 

2026 
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Use your school email...we will 

keep it active for the whole 

process. Make sure you keep an 

accurate copy of your password 

and of possible give a copy to 

your tutor. 

2026 
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2026 

2026 

2026 

Check that this is a 2026 appli-
cation. 
Remember you can plan to defer 
or even ask to defer for a year at 
a later stage. If you ask later 
Universities do not have to ac-
cept your request though. 
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Your Buzzword is “Elizabeth26” for QES  

or  “Studio26”  for QEStudio   

Find your tutor 

group from the 

drop down menu. 
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The Nine parts you complete in the 

UCAS Profile 
 

1.Personal Details 

2. Contact and residency 

3. Education 

4. Employment 

5. Nationality 

6. Supporting Information 

7. Finance 

8. English Language Skills 

9. Diversity and Inclusion 
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Choose the qualifications you 

will have taken. The most usual 

will be GCSEs and GCE  A 

levels, but you might have taken 

an Advanced Subsidiary level 

(AS) a BTECs or the EPQ. You 

can also add Music 

qualifications. 

EDUCATION 

Your ULN is available on 

Bromcom . You can ask your 

tutor for this but it isn’t 

absolutely necessary. You can 

also get this from the exams 

team in their office in 

Springfield House. 
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You will need to add each of your qualifications sepa-

rately.  

 

GCSEs and any equivalents. 

GCE Advanced Subsidiary are AS courses. 

For the EPQ you will need to add a short title for 

your study. 

GCE Advanced Level are your A level courses.  

Level 3 courses are pathway options. 

 

Check carefully when adding your vocational, tech-

nical and creative courses– use the information on 

the next page to find the right name for the course. 

 

 

You can also add any music qualifications. 

Your grades are really  

important in giving 

you a chance to apply 

for certain courses. 

You will need to include all 

the qualifications you are 

currently taking.  

MARK     THESE     AS 

PENDING.  
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GCSE exam boards at QES/QEStudio 
Bear in mind that if you attended a different school in Year 11, your exam boards may be different 
to this. Contact your previous school if you are unsure. 

Help with entering your qualifications: GCSEs 
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A Level exam boards at QES/QEStudio 
 

Help with entering your qualifications: A Levels 
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Help with entering your qualifications:  Vocational, technical and 

creative qualifications 



 

 

16 

An example of a 

student’s qualifications.  

Those with no grades are 

pending results...the A 

levels that you are taking 

in the summer. 
(for you these  will be in 08/26) 

 

 

GCSE qualifications. 

 

All qualifications are 

gained in August so you 

will put  

08/2026 as the date you 

get the  

qualification. Finance and Funding 

Click to chose the LEA that will pay your fees. This is 

likely to be Cumbria, Lancs or N. Yorks.   

N.B.  An LA postcode doesn’t mean this is Lancashire! 
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Make sure you are researching 

undergraduate courses for 2026 

COURSE CHOICES 

Research your course carefully based on 

your Y12 results, subjects and targets by 

checking the entry profiles of  courses. 

Important: check the specific entry requirements for each course. 

They may require specific subjects at A Level/Level 3– e.g. Midwfery 

pictured here usually requires a Science A Level.  
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How do I pick a course?  

 

Research, research and more research: 

• UCAS Subject Guides 

• Talk to teachers 

• Use www.sacu-student.com—A Level to degree matching tool 

 

You may also want to check the quality of teaching and learning for 

each course—this is monitored by the Quality Assurance Agency for 

Higher Education who publish all this information at: 

www.qaa.ac.uk/reviews-and-reports.  

 

Teaching quality Information is also given at www.tqi.ac.uk .  

Unistats.direct.gov.uk also offers helpful information about Uni-

versities.  

 

There are a huge and increasing range of comparison and support 

sites to help you make your decisions such as www.unifrog.co.uk 

www.universitycompare.com and www.whichuniversity?  

 

There is no substitute for a face to face visit. www.opendays.com 

has a definitive list of Open days for you to browse. 

 

Did you know that 70% of all graduate jobs do not re-

quire a specific degree: just a degree! Above all, choose 

something you really enjoy and will be able to motivate 

yourself to work hard on. 
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The choices section is very important so needs careful 

consideration. Talk to family and friends about your ideas but  

never panic. If you are unsure about which direction to go in talk 

to your tutors and the Sixth Form Team. We have loads of 

experience helping students through the process so remember 

help is always at hand. 

 

Most students choose 

courses from different 

universities and ones that 

are broadly the same. If you 

are thinking about a 

different approach speak to 

the Sixth Form Team. 
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Key phrases: 

“Oxbridge”: collective term for Oxford and Cambridge 
“Russell Group”: this refers to a group of 24 universities with strong international 

reputations, known particularly for their leading research. Excellent universities, but not 

necessarily the best for the particular subject you want to study! 

“Red brick” universities: usually refers to universities founded in major cities in the 

19th/early 20th century 

“Post 1992s”: former polytechnic/colleges which converted to university status in the 

1990s 

With the map view you can 

find out where the 

universities are in the 

country and check out what 

courses they offer. 

 

Some people have very 

definite ideas about where 

they want to go, but keep an 

open mind. We are really 

lucky in the UK– there are a 

huge range of quality 

courses at many different 

providers. 

Once you have chosen the 

course you want to study you 

can research the institutions. 

 

You can look at universities 

via UCAS or on their own 

website.  

 

Follow them on social media 

to get up to date content on 
the student experience 
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What is the Personal Statement? 

 

• A key part of the application 

• A chance to ‘sell yourself’ 

• 4000 characters including spaces 

• Divided into 3 questions (minimum 350 characters per section) 

 

Your personal statement should be submitted to your form tutor and at least 

one other member of staff (e.g. subject teacher) for checking following the 

timeline on p4. 

Why do you want to study this course or 

subject? 

How have your qualifications or studies 

helped prepare you for this course or sub-

ject? 

What else have you done outside of           

education and why are these experiences 

useful? 

2 

1 

3 

Example Personal Statements: 

 

1. History 

2. Biomedical Science 

3. Adult Nursing 

4. Costume Design 
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1. Why do you want to study this course or subject?  

History, for me, is the understanding of being human in different periods of existence, exploring    
others' actions, thoughts and feelings to develop a critical awareness of the modern day. In those 
people who walked the same earth millennia ago, I see myself and our society and this is the reason 
the study of history is so vital. Whilst I value the fundamental importance of 19th and 20th century 
history to our modern society, it is ancient history, from the Ancient Egyptians to the Romans, which 
has consistently fascinated me. My parents raised me on a diet of castles, museums and forts, visit-
ing many historical sites across England and Wales and making this history tangible. However, it 
was watching 'Cleopatra's Lost Tomb', in which Kathleen Martinez explores the mystery behind Cle-
opatra VII's death, which truly intensified my desire for knowledge of ancient civilisations. Neverthe-
less, I have found that history, whether ancient or modern, has opened my eyes to understanding 
the roots of contemporary issues and the connections between past and present, such as how the 
influence of women in power during the medieval era has affected my own life today. 

2. How have your qualifications or studies helped prepare you for this course or subject?  

My academic studies have always been important to me, leaning towards literary subjects and my 
EPQ, in which I debated whether the perceptions of Cleopatra VII and Katherine Howard have been 
influenced by misogyny throughout history. Through this project, I have delved into analytical works 
such as 'Cleopatra' by Michael Grant, and 'She Wolves' by Helen Castor, both of which explore fe-
male power and influence on their respective thrones. Through these novels I have found that even 
millennia apart, female power has often been regarded as second to the male counterpart and 
largely unacknowledged by modern society. Through History and Philosophy lessons I have devel-
oped many of the fundamental skills of a historian, such as working with challenging source mate-
rial and crafting an argument through an essay. 

3. What else have you done outside of education and why are these experiences useful?  

Beyond the classroom, I have thrown myself into opportunities such as the Sixth Form Leadership 
team and Amnesty International Club, from which I have aimed to contribute to not only the school 
community, but the wider local community as well. These contributions range from actions to       
rectify recycling habits, to campaigns raising awareness about the current Israel-Palestine Conflict, 
which I have been particularly passionate about. Moreover, my time in work experience, for the  
company Greenlane Archaeology in Ulverston, allowed me to explore the employment opportunities 
that a history degree can lead to and become immersed in the archaeological history of my local 
area. This included the significant effect of the Roman Conquest on England's history through     
excavated artefacts such as pottery shards and coins. However, my most significant achievement 
was being selected for an opportunity presented by the organisation, Lessons From Auschwitz, in 
which I had the moving experience of travelling to The Auschwitz Extermination Camp with many 
other students from around the country. This experience, however upsetting, has not only improved 
my ability for teamwork and public speaking, but has opened my eyes to the individual humanity 
within the camps, despite the horrific war crimes. In order to deepen my knowledge, I turned to   
podcasts such as the 'History Extra Podcast' and 'The Rest is History', which discuss in detail, both 
the events of the Holocaust itself, and how the event impacted upon modern political systems and 
our social values today.  
Therefore, my experiences throughout my time both outside of, and in school have only served to 
motivate me further to my goal of pursuing a career in museum curating and making our history  
tangible for others. The prospect of studying a wide variety of history at university is truly fulfilling 
and I am committed to dedicating my time to this course and contributing both in the classroom 
and local community. 

Student applying to study History  
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Student applying to study Biomedical Science 

Why do you want to study this course or subject?  
 
Over my school years, I have developed a particular interest in the human anatomy, body function,      
disease and treatments. This partly stems from growing up on a dairy farm, and being intrigued in how 
the animals and plants in the environment around me work and    interact. Also, partaking in physical 
activities such as dance and horse riding has contributed to my interest in how bodies function           
optimally. Both Biomedical  
Science and Physiotherapy interest me immensely, and the history and development of both subjects 
fuel my passion for a career in either. I am aiming for a career where I can help and care for people, and 
gain their trust, which could be by researching and deepening my understanding of the body to help   
others learn about theirs and improve their quality of life. I am excited for this next stage in my life and 
the opportunity to widen my knowledge on the anatomy and scientific theories in particular. For years I 
have been intrigued by injuries, how they happen and the recovery process. The current investigation 
into the high rate of ACL injuries, in women's football particularly fascinates me as there is a                
significantly higher chance of women sustaining the injury, and I find it interesting how many factors 
contribute to that.  
 
 
How have your qualifications or studies helped prepare you for this course or subject?  
 
A key part of doing any degree or job is time keeping and organisation skills, particularly with               
independent study being a large part of a degree, and I have developed this during my A Level studies, 
which has often  involved keeping organised in high pressure situations. My Biology A Level in particular 
has helped me prepare for this course, in particular work on methods of studying cells where I  enjoyed 
using different forms of microscopes and understanding the principles of cell fractionation and ultra 
centrifugation. Field work has enabled me to plan for, research and carry out independent data            
collection. I have gained valuable opportunities from scientists who work in the ecology sector who have 
given me feedback on my work, which I have been able to use to write up my project as a  scientific pa-
per.   
 
What else have you done outside of education and why are these experiences useful?  
 
I am aware from my observational work experience on the Royal Lancaster Infirmary Stroke Unit that           
everyone gets the chance of recovery, but some to a greater extent than others. On the occasions when     
results are achieved, I would get to share the joy of overcoming injury or disease. I was able to be patient 
with the less fortunate patients, and hopefully inspired and motivated them. This experience also        
developed my interest in the effect of strokes on neurological pathways and movement. I have also   
arranged to spend some time with the physio at the local Rugby Club to gain an insight into Sports  
Physio.  
I have completed a future learn course on the biology of bugs, brains and beasts, which was a useful 
insight into studying in the biology field at a higher level. I am also subscribed to the Biological Sciences 
Review magazine, which has widened my knowledge on various interesting topics, such as the link     
between DNA and healthcare. I have developed my teamwork skills during bronze and silver DofE, where 
I had to think quickly to motivate others and solve disagreements and problems. I am also a member of 
Young Farmers, and enjoy the educational talks, competitions, and social functions. My participation in 
helping year 7 with literacy at school has also helped me improve communication and leadership ability 
as I had to instruct and guide my group to help them improve their reading and I enjoyed sharing my 
knowledge with others. I have also helped at many school open evenings, speaking with parents and 
year 11 and 7 pupils about my studies. The skills I have developed from these experiences will be    
transferable across my life and will be particularly useful  during my studies at University 
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Student applying to study Adult Nursing 

Why do you want to study this course or subject?  

 

I have been lucky enough to receive excellent healthcare since I was a child. I have benefitted from 
the expertise of many professionals in the sector and have admired them greatly and developed a 
fascination with their role. I think this has instilled in me a deep desire to be a nurse and I have taken 
every opportunity so far to make this dream a reality. Last year I took part in a healthcare careers   
Insight course run by Morecambe Bay NHS Trust. This showcased different health care disciplines 
and how they come together to work as multidisciplinary teams. It also helped me understand that 
adult nursing was the path I want to pursue. I am a strong advocate for people in my communities. I 
was trained by the Diana Award charity as an anti-bullying ambassador. When putting this into      
practice I learned the importance of empathy. I saw that where someone is in a state of upset,      
compassion and empathy are key to help someone feeling vulnerable. I feel this skill is vital to being a 
nurse. Recently there have been legislative changes to the healthcare I have received throughout my 
childhood. Whilst these changes do not affect me personally I wanted to ensure my positive             
experience was heard by those making policy decisions and to act as an advocate for those who are 
affected. This culminated in me participating in a round table with the Secretary of State for Health 
and Social Care where I told my story to help inform their decision making.  

How have your qualifications or studies helped prepare you for this course or subject?  

 

In my studies I have used the complementary nature of Health and Social Care, Psychology and     
Performing Arts to further my learning. Health and Social Care has naturally given me a strong      
foundation of knowledge of different aspects of health provision. This year I used my health and    
psychology knowledge to take a research poster to a psychology conference at Lancaster University. 
This explored practitioner's knowledge and the assumption of capacity they give to individuals with 
dementia and through communicating effectively as a team we were awarded best research poster. 
Through Performing Arts, I have thrown myself into theatre opportunities; this has really increased my 
confidence. It has taught me how to listen well to directions and improve my team-working skills, all 
vital in nursing.  

What else have you done outside of education and why are these experiences useful?  

 

In 2022 I did my work experience in a local doctor's surgery where I spent time with the dispensary, 
patient advisor and social prescribing teams. I learnt the importance of confidentiality in practice, 
drug control and behind-the-scenes roles. It also solidified my desire to work in healthcare. For the 
last 18 months I have been working as a lifeguard. Here I have handled the health and safety of up to 
120 people and this has given me experience of first aid and life-saving techniques. Due to my      
competence in the role I was promoted to Senior Lifeguard where I now oversee the health, safety and 
cleanliness of the leisure club. It has meant I have had to deal with complaints and problems as well 
as dealing with dangerous substances. This has made me familiar with legislation such as COSHH 
and RIDDOR. It is a responsible role in which I have dealt with stressful situations but I feel that it has 
increased my ability to deal with these in a calm and logical manner.  
I have always been a committed and prominent member of my school community. I have taken on 
leadership roles such as senior prefect and I am a member of the sixth form leadership team and am 
chair of an Amnesty group. Here I have learnt what it means to be a good leader and to ensure that 
different ideas/beliefs within teams are actively listened to and utilised to reach the best possible  
outcomes.  In conclusion please consider my application; I have been lucky enough to receive         
excellent healthcare and in turn I would love to be able to give excellent healthcare experiences to  
others.  
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Student applying to study Costume Design 

Why do you want to study this course or subject?  

 

I have always been fascinated by creating and sewing from an early age and my love for the subject 
continues to grow. It has always been a part of my life through school and at home. As my passion for 
textiles developed so did my interest in theatre. I acted in plays, and I felt part of a community where 
you can express yourself freely. Through covid I had a knock of confidence and I stopped acting.    
However, my love for theatre did not vanish, it transformed. I developed interest in the technical side of 
it, specifically costumes. I found a way of combining the two things I was enthusiastic about and knew 
that creating costumes was what I wanted to do in the future. I have always found comfort and        
purpose in working with textiles and being creative. Drama will always be a part of who I am as a     
person and I love working with other people to bring a performance to life as I believe, on stage or 
screen, a story isn't complete without a costume.  

How have your qualifications or studies helped prepare you for this course or subject?  

 

I took fashion and textiles for GCSE and as an A-Level. This subject has inspired me to pursue a career 
in this area and to appreciate fashion and the creative process behind it. I have learnt many of my    
current skills from taking this subject and I hope to learn even more and improve upon my skills. I enjoy 
trying new techniques and finding creative ways to achieve a look, such as using pleats and boning. I 
find the process of taking an idea and using my skills to create a product fascinating. I have created 
many garments, such as dresses and corsets and I am looking forward to improving upon these skills 
to apply them to costume creation.  
Drama has been a big influence in my life since I was young. I remember the first time I saw my local 
drama clubs costume room and I have been in awe with costumes and technical drama since then. I 
have studied drama at both GCSE and A-Level and have spent that time loving the subject. I spent my 
lessons combing through the costume cupboard and designing costumes for the performances we 
created. During my A-levels I also completed an Extended project (EPQ). I wrote a research-based    
essay on the "Make do and Mend" movement and how we can become more sustainable in modern 
day fashion. Sustainability is important to me, and I now have a better understanding of sustainable 
fashion today and how we can change our habits to promote the reusing and recycling of textiles. 
However, this was a challenge as it really made me push myself and test skills that had not previously 
been tested. I gained skills in essay writing such as research, time management and essay structure, 
which will be useful in my future.  

What else have you done outside of education and why are these experiences useful?  

 

I have helped in school musicals, designing and brining to life a character that was shown to an        
audience. When I watch plays, I am immediately drawn to the costumes. I think about what and how 
they are made and why they look like they do. My work experience in a fabric shop has developed my 
understanding of different materials and what different fabrics are suitable for. I also did work          
experience in naturally dyeing wool where I learnt the historic ways of colouring fabric and how natural 
products can affect fabric and yarn in a variety of ways. These placements have helped give me unique 
knowledge on the subject that I could not learn at school. I feel I can offer my skills and ideas to this 
course through my textiles and theatre knowledge. I have had experience making costumes and       
enjoyed the thought process behind each small detail. I love learning new things and facing challenges 
that may be hard, as well as getting involved with anything creative. I am excited about my future in the 
fashion industry and seeing how I will fit into this wide community, and I feel I would be a great asset 
to your institution.  
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Sending your application to UCAS 

When your 

application is 

complete and the 

personal statement 

checked you are 

ready see someone 

in the Sixth Form 

team to check it 

with you. 

When your  

application has been 

checked, your 

referee (your form 

tutor) can add the  

reference. 

When you have sent 

your form to your 

referee you will 

need to agree to the 

UCAS declaration 

about the accuracy 

of the information 

you have given. 

Having agreed to the 

UCAS declaration you 

will be asked for credit/

debit card details to pay 

for your application. 

(£27) 

Once you have paid and your reference 

has been added you’ll need a final visit 

to the Sixth Form Team to send your 

application to UCAS. When you see 

this happen your application has gone! 
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What next? 
 

Once your application has gone you begin the process of waiting for 

offers from your choices. 

Once all your universities have replied to you, you need to respond by 

choosing:  

 

• One Firm Choice 

• One Insurance Choice: 

 

Firm Choice: your preferred course– grades may be aspirational 

 

Insurance Choice: another course you would be happy to do– grades 

should be slightly lower 

 

Universities will update your online application with: 

• Conditional offer (based on grades or points) 

• Unconditional offer (rare– usually creative courses with portfolio or 

audition) 

• Unsuccessful 

Be patient– unis have until 13th May to respond to you! 

Keep an eye on email for updates, especially if you know your course 

requires an interview, portfolio or audition  

 

Results Day and Clearing 

 

More information to follow in the Spring Term of  Y13. Sixth Form team 

available to help all day on results day. 
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The UCAS Tariff System 
 

You will be given an offer based on grades (e.g. BBC) or 

UCAS points (112 points). It will state which of your qualifi-

cations you can count using the points system below.  

 

ABRSM music exam grades also carry UCAS points and other exams such as 

dance– you can find these on the awarding body websites.  
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Student Finance 

Key points: 

• Two loans available:  

• Tuition loan (fees capped at £9535 per year) fully covers cost of tuition fees 

for all students regardless of household incomg. 

• Maintenance loan helps with cost of living; means tested based on household in-

come 

• All student loans: You only repay when earning over a set threshold and the debt is 

cancelled if not re paid after 40 years. More accurately a graduate tax rather than a 

debt– does not affect credit rating and repayments are automatic through salary 

UCAS Student Finance advice 
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Oxford and Cambridge Universities 
Final Application Deadline:  Tuesday 15th October 

If you are applying to Oxford or Cambridge, it is vital that you complete your 

application as soon as possible.  You must complete the UCAS application as usual, but  

there may be admissions tests to arrange and additional material that you need to 

submit, such as an example of your work. Remember you can only apply to one of 

Oxford or Cambridge, not both, and you will need to consider whether you would 

like to apply to a particular college. If not you can make an Open application. You need 

to have your whole application ready to be checked by Ms Turner by 25th 

September so that there is plenty of time for us to add references and make final 

checks. 

 

You must make sure we know you are applying, but the onus is on you to see 

teachers, get information and get drafting your application straight away.   We would 

expect students who are serious about an application to either of these universities 

to have completed a version of their personal statement, and have done their research 

by the end of the summer term. You can get help and advice from Ms Turner or 

any of the sixth form team.  The websites for each of the universities will 

be your starting points: www.ox.ac.uk and www.cam.ac.uk   

 

 

Dance and Drama 

The system of application for Dance and Drama courses can be quite different. Many 

people choose Drama and Dance schools that are outside the UCAS system. Courses 

are funded in one of three different ways depending on which course you want to 

follow. In addition the audition process varies for each different institution and 

institutions do charge for them so it can be expensive. If you are interested in applying 

for a course in dance or drama you should discuss it with Mr Elliot as soon as 

possible.  

Specific Course/Institution Advice 
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Art and Design 
The first thing to do is seek the advice of the experts – your subject teachers!  Is it an 

institution you apply to through UCAS, or one you apply direct to?  If art, you need to 

discuss the Degree or the art foundation route.  All students applying to Higher 

Education courses are advised to research the course as much as possible, and as 

there are specific variations here you need to keep on the ball.  Chances are your 

subject teacher will play a very significant role in your reference, but you need to keep 

your Form Tutor informed every step of the way. 

 

Say the words ‘Art and Design’ to most people outside the sector and they will 

invariably start talking about paintings. It is however, a much more diverse field than 

this. If you are interested in a possible career in this area, entry to higher education 

can be different than the normal UCAS entry. There are more art and design courses 

in the UK than in any other country in Europe so choosing the right course can be 

quite difficult. Firstly, we have two books in school that will help you choose from a 

vast range of different course. There is one in the library, reference only that lists all 

the different Art courses on offer in the country whether they are UCAS or another 

alternative. There is also a UCAS booklet in the Art Department listing different 

courses at different Universities in the country.  

 

Some differences with an Art and Design application 
 

Your Art portfolio can counts as much as your grades. A Foundation course after A 

Level is the most common first step on a career in Art and Design. 

 

The Portfolio 

 
Without doubt, this is the element on which admissions tutors place most 

importance when selecting candidates for their course. It is essential that the work 

shown reflects your own motivation, interests, talents and imagination, and that is 

presented in a professional way.  If you are applying for a FOUNDATION 

COURSE, then try to include as wide a range of work as possible. For example: 

 

• Observational work ( such as landscapes, figures or still life) 

• Paintings using different media 

• Photographs 

• Sketchbooks 

• Evidence of your ability to write about Art work 

• Other media such a print or 3D work and experimentation 
 

Continued on next page 
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Art and Design (Continued) 

Aim for in between 10-15 A1 sheets of mounted work. 

If applying for SPECIALIST COURSE then you will also need to produce evidence 

to show your commitment to that particular area of art and design. 

 

You may be required to take your portfolio to interview with you or in some cases 

you are asked to deliver it prior to request for interview. 

 

Foundation Art Course? 
This is a one year, college based course leading to a (level 3) Diploma in Foundation 

Studies or Foundation Course. Over 275 courses are located in further education 

colleges or Art colleges and application is completely separate to UCAS. Many 

students study locally. There are no course fees but there is no financial support 

available either. You can apply to as many as you wish. Apply direct to the institution 

for application details. Some, but not many are through UCAS. As courses are 

classified as further education you are not eligible for a student loan but on the other 

hand, you do not have to pay fees. The majority of students traditionally choose one in 

a local area. This is seen as the first year of your degree and after your Foundation 

Course you will move on to a three year Bachelor of the Arts Degree ( BA Course) 

This is a year of self discovery as schools can only offer a limited range of Art skills 

and is highly advisable if you are not sure which area of Art and Design to choose. The 

vast majority of courses aim to give students hands-on experience of all major areas 

of art and design. All Foundation Courses end with a final exhibition of students work 

that is usually open to the public. 

 

HOWEVER, there are some courses that include the Foundation course in their first 

year which means bypassing the Foundation course. (See individual institutions.) The 

course will then run for four years instead of three. The Scottish colleges (who are 

highly reputable in the art world)  do this. Entry to these two Scottish colleges is 

highly competitive as are the London colleges. This is the first year that you cannot 

apply for Art courses at a later stage so you will need to do research early and plan 

your application straight away. Remember the Art department will help you greatly. 
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Music 
You can read Music at university, and apply in the normal way through UCAS.  Many 

universities offer courses which combine Music with other subjects (an excellent option 

for the undecided!), and some run Music degrees in association with the city’s Music 

Conservatoire, so you get the benefit of both institutions.  The university route is suitable 

for those students who want a significant proportion of their study to be academic rather 

than practical, although every course will include practical and creative modules. 

 

You can also apply directly to Music College/Conservatoire (you can choose 6 from a total 

of 8), through UCAS Conservatoires from the main UCAS website. Conservatoires are 

more suitable for extremely able instrumentalists and vocalists who want to pursue their 

practical studies to a professional level, but they all offer a wide range of courses, and there 

is a satisfying academic element available to those who want a balance between practical 

and theoretical Music.  Again, the partnership between some universities and Music colleges 

means that many students can benefit from the university’s academic programme. If you are 

thinking of music discuss your plans with your music teachers as the application needs 

completing  in September. 

 

Nursing and Midwifery Courses 
For all these courses you have to apply through UCAS. Members of the Social Sciences and 

Science department will offer good advice. It is essential to get some appropriate 

experience to support your applications for these courses. These courses will also usually 

require interviews. There is an NHS fee code if you are applying for these course.  

 

Medicine, Veterinary Science, Law and Dentistry 
Final application deadline: 15th October 2025 

Most universities offering these subjects expect students to complete an additional test, 

taken in November. You have to register for these in the summer of Year12.These can 

include: 

• UCAT (UK Clinical Aptitude Test required for medical courses at most UK 

universities) 

• LNAT (Law National Admissions Test needed by some universities– check UCAS) 

• When you are researching your courses consider this, and if you apply to courses 

which will expect this, you must see Ms Turner as soon as possible.  Example tests are 

found on-line at most of the universities and support will be given  

• Oxford and Cambridge specific tests (e.g. MAT, HAA, ESAT) 

  

All students considering ‘early entry’ courses (Oxbridge, Medicine, Vet Sci and 

Dentistry) and any courses requiring an entry test should attend UCAS 

Express meetings (Thursdays 8.45) for support.  
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Degree Apprenticeships through UCAS 

Degree apprenticeships are an increasingly popular choice and students have 
guidance on these through PD sessions, the Careers and Apprenticeships  
Evening in November and our Destinations Day. You can find out more infor-
mation about apprenticeships in general here: https://
amazingapprenticeships.com/ 
  
Degree apprenticeships have many benefits, especially for students who are 
clear about the career or type of workplace they wish to enter. You can search 
degree apprenticeship on the UCAS website here:   https://
careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs/degree/ 
 
This conversion chart explains how apprenticeships map against traditional 
routes: for students leaving sixth form with good grades, higher and degree ap-
prenticeships are the most appropriate.  
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UCAS Subject Reference and Predicted Grade Guidelines – QESixth – Summer 2025  

Parent / Carer Information  
   

What does the UCAS reference contain?   
  

A UCAS reference is made up of 3 sections:  

  

Section 1: the context of the school  

Section 2: any extenuating circumstances which have affected a child’s education  

Section 3: subject reference. This will contain a paragraph on each subject plus information on work experience and 

extracurricular activities.  

   
 Who writes my child’s reference?  

  
The reference is written by a combination of staff who know your child. Section 1 is the same for all students and is 

written by Ms Turner. Section 2 is written by the sixth form team with input from the form tutor. Section 3 is 

written by form tutor with input from subject teachers.   
  

What if I feel there are extenuating circumstances that have affected my child’s education?  

  

UCAS recommend that if a student has faced circumstances which may have affected their academic performance, 

this should be included in Section 2 of the reference. If you feel there is anything that has adversely affected your 

child which school is not already aware of, then please contact us on sixthform@qes.org.uk. Examples of such 

circumstances are as follows:  

 

• Disability  

• Illness  

• Bereavement  

• Signifcant adverse personal circumstances  

• Caring responsibilities  

• Disruption to personal life (e.g. multiple house moves)  

 

  

UCAS Predicted Grades   
  

Students who applying for university through the UCAS system require a predicted grade for each subject.    
  

For all students other than those considering ‘early entry’ courses (Oxbridge/medicine/vet science/dentistry), the 

UCAS prediction will be taken from their Target Grade from October of Year 13. Predicted grades for ‘early entry’ 

students will be taken from the Target Grade from July of Year 12 but with individual conversations with staff to 

ensure that the grade is up to date.  

  

Our ethos for UCAS predictions is that they are ‘optimistic but realistic’- what we believe the student could achieve 

on a good day, assuming they work hard for the remainder of the course. It should be influenced by what the 
student has achieved in assessed work already, and particularly although not exclusively by the Year 12 mock exam 

result.  

  

Students who have any concerns over their predicted grades should speak to a member of the sixth form team and 

not discuss with subject teachers until they have done so.  



 

 

36 

AI and the Personal Statement 

We know that AI tools are transforming the way we work. 

They can be very helpful, but also prone to errors and likely 

to generate bland, generic text. Remember that a personal 

statement should be just that– personal. UCAS and universi-

ties have prepared this advice on AI which we recommend all 

students and parents read. 

UCAS Guide to AI and Personal Statements  

Generated by ChatGPT– 

bland and generic! 
Generated by student– 

personal! 

Some suggestions for uses for Chat GPT  

Other AI tools to consider: 

Grammarly: free app for checking          

accuracy of writing 

Microsoft Word Editor: can help with 

accuracy, readability etc 

Microsoft Copilot: can help turning bul-

let pointed drafts into paragraphs and re-

ducing word count 

https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-university/writing-your-personal-statement/guide-using-ai-and-chatgpt-your-personal-statement
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Queries 
 

Clearly this booklet cannot cover all there is to know about applications. If you are uncer-

tain about anything see: 

· the sixth form leadership team 

· form tutor  

· The UCAS website -    www.ucas.com 

· The UCAS Customer Service Unit  - 0371 468 0 468 

· You can also email University Admission tutors directly  - check university web-

sites for Admission Tutors’ email addresses.  

· www.dfes.gov.uk/studentsupport 

· http://education.guardian.co.uk/universityguide for the  

 Guardian newspaper’s current guide to universities.  

· www.opendays.com for University and College Open Day details 
 

For Gap Year Research try:  

 

· www.gap-year.com 

· www.gapyeardirectory.co.uk 

· www.yearoutgroup.org 

 

 

A Final Word 

 

Applying for university can be exciting but daunting. Don’t worry! There are lots of people 

available to help: talk to the sixth form team, your firm tutor and your subject teachers. 

(They will be very excited that you’re thinking of taking their subject or a related one at 

degree level!) 

 

Top Tips: 

 

1. Get out there and visit universities– there’s nothing like being there face to face for 

inspiration 

2. Keep an eye on the timeline in this booklet to avoid unnecessary stress 

3. Don’t be wedded to league tables and reputation. We are lucky in the UK–  quality 
in higher education runs ‘wide and deep.’ There are loads of great courses out there 

in places you may not expect.  

4. Finally… remember 70% of graduate jobs just require a degree—in any subject– 

and by age 31, graduates earn on average 37% more* than non-graduates. 

 
*universitiesuk.ac.uk—Nov 2024 
 


