
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 13 English Language summary curriculum map/core concepts – The secure linguist. We study the OCR English Language specification. 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half term 1: 

Teacher 1: Language under the 
Microscope/ Teacher : Comparing 

and contrasting texts 

Half term 2: 
Teacher 1 CLA revisited/ Teacher 2: Language 

change revisited 

Half term 3: 
Teacher 1 and 2: Language in the 

media 

Half term 4: 
Independent study 

submission/ Targeted 
revision 

Half term 5: 
Targeted revision 

Half term 
6: 

Study leave 

By the end of this term, pupils will 
have deepening knowledge of… 

By the end of this term, pupils will have 
deepening knowledge of… 

By the end of this term, pupils will 
have deepening knowledge of… 

By the end of this 
term, pupils will have 
deepening 
knowledge of… 

By the end of this 
term, pupils will have 
deepening 
knowledge of… 

 

Teacher 1  
 How to 

comment 
upon lexical 
and 
semantic 
features of 
a piece of 
discourse 
using secure 
terminology 

 How to 
comment 
upon the 
grammatical 
structures 
and patterns 
of English at 
sentence, 
clause, 
phrase and 
word level 

 How 
pragmatics 

Teacher 2 
 How to 

comment 
upon lexical 
and 
semantic 
features of 
a piece of 
discourse 
using secure 
terminology 

 How to 
comment 
upon the 
grammatical 
structures 
and patterns 
of English at 
sentence, 
clause, 
phrase and 
word level 

 How 
pragmatics 

Teacher 1 
 How to 

examine the 
language 
development 
stage of a 
child-
participant 
as evidenced 
in a 
transcript. 
Identifying 
and analysing 
the 
phonology, 
grammar and 
meaning of 
any 
utterances.  

 Use secure 
knowledge 
of theories, 
concepts and 
terminology 

Teacher 2 
 The timeline 

of the 
English 
language 
from Old to 
Early 
modern 
English 

 How to 
identify 
lexical and 
grammatical 
variations 
that appear 
in discourse 
from each 
era and the 
associated 
terminology 

 How 
contexts 
influence 
language 

 
 How language can be used 

to create meaning in multi-
modal media texts 

 How to identify the 
conventions of multi-modal 
texts 

 How to use the terminology 
acquired in Year 12 to 
analyse the linguistic and 
graphological features of 
those texts 

 How the relationship 
between text producer and 
receiver can influence 
meaning 

 The ways power is 
represented in a variety of 
texts and discourses and 
relevant theories 

 The ways gender is 
represented and 
reproduced in a variety of 
texts and discourses and 

 
 Pupils to 

submit final 
drafts of 
Independent 
Studies and 
Academic 
posters – 
teachers to 
moderate 
before 
submission 
to exam 
board 

 Pupils to 
receive 
targeted 
revision 
informed by 
class 
performance 
and mock 
exams 

 
 Pupils to 

receive 
targeted 
revision 
informed by 
class 
performance 
and mock 
exams 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

and 
contexts 
shape 
language 
use 

 How to 
apply a 
range of 
relevant 
theoretical 
concepts in 
their writing 

 How to 
describe, 
evaluate 
and analyse 
these 
features in 
an academic 
essay 

and 
contexts 
shape 
language 
use 

 How to 
analyse the 
features of 
spoken 
language 
including 
phonetics, 
phonology 
and 
prosodics 

 How to 
apply a 
range of 
relevant 
theoretical 
concepts in 
their writing 

 How to 
describe, 
compare, 
evaluate 
and analyse 
these 
features in 
an academic 
essay 

of child 
language 
acquisition 
to support 
written 
answers 

use and 
meaning 

 How to use 
secure 
knowledge 
of theories, 
concepts 
and 
terminology 
to identify 
variations in 
texts and 
describe, 
compare, 
evaluate 
and analyse 
those 
variations in 
an academic 
essay  

relevant theories and 
theorists 

 The ways language varieties 
are shaped by the mode of 
communication/technology 
and how different modal 
influences impact language 
use beyond that specific 
mode along with relevant 
terminology 

 How to describe, evaluate 
and analyse these features 
in an academic essay 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 
disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Please see glossary of terms Please see glossary of terms Please see glossary of terms    
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Each half term there will be a topical issue writing task where pupils are given a topical linguistic issue and have to produce a piece of original writing. That piece of writing 
should match the mode, genre and context required by the task and will include reference to any relevant theoretical debate. To aid understanding, style models will be 
analysed in detail first. 



A Level Language – Terms and Theorists 
 

Lexis and grammar  Spoken language  Language change Child Language acquisition  Language in the media: 
Technology/ Gender/ power 

Lexis:  
Pre-modifiers 
Types of nouns – proper, 
common, abstract, concrete, 
collective 
Comparative and 
superlative adjectives 
Adverbs 
Verbs – transitive, 
intransitive, stative, 
dynamic, active, passive 
Verb forms – infinitive, 
progressive, simple, past, 
present, future, conditional, 
conditional, present perfect 
Pronouns – person, 
synthetic personalisation 
Conjunctions 
Morphemes 
Morphology 
Free and bound morphemes 
Base form,Affixes, Prefixes, 
Suffixes 
 
Grammar: 
Syntax 
Phrase, Noun phrase, Verb 
phrase, Adverbial phrase, 
Clause 
Sentence – simple, 
compound and complex 

Spoken discourse 
metalanguage 
Greeting 
Confession 
Agreement 
Disagreement 
Enquiry 
Denial 
Request 
Excuse 
Declaration 
Instruction 
Acknowledgement 
Accusation 
Valediction 
 
Question tags 
Pragmatics 
Overt and covert meanings 
Turn-taking 
Topic management 
Phatic talk 
Received pronunciation 
Accent – debate 
Paralinguistic features 
Prosodic features 
Maxim flouting 
 
 
 
 

Lexical Change 
Coinage 
Borrowing 
Affixing 
Compound words 
Blends 
Conversion 
Archaisms 
Semantic change 
Broadening 
Narrowing 
Amelioration 
Pejoration  
Weakening  
Idiom 
Euphemism 
Political correctness 
Key events 
See table below 
 
Key Theories: 
Prescriptivism/ 
descriptivism 
Labov – Martha’s Vineyard 
(1963) – Change to accent 
(covert prestige) 
Labov– change from above 
and below 
Labov – Gender – Girls as 
leaders of change 

International Phonetic 
Alphabet 
Theories and theorists: 
Child Language Acquisition:  
Browne (what is language) 
Hockett (how animal/human 
language differs) 
Aitcheson (we’re innately 
programmed to learn 
language as evidenced by 
our ease in doing it) 
Acquisition 
Monolingual/bilingual 
Babytalk 
Babbling 
Organs of articulation 
Echolalia 
Skinner - behaviourist 
Chomsky - innateness 
Piaget- cognitive and stages 
Bruner - interaction 
Object permanence 
Scaffolding, framing, 
recasting, language 
acquisition support system, 
child-directed speech 
Diminution 
Familiarity markers 
Babbling, cooing, phonemic 
expansion expansion and 
contraction, reduplicated 

Theories 
Language and Power –: 

• Wareing (1999): 
influential and 
instrumental power.  

• Fairclough (2001): 
synthetic 
personalisation, 
language in and 
behind discourse. 

• Althusser – 
Interpellation and 
hailing the audience 

Fairclough – Synthetic 
personalisation 
 
Language and technology  

• Marshall McLuhun’s 
(1962) 
Technological 
Determinism and 
‘typographic man’ 

• Elizabeth 
Eisenstein’s 
(1979)principles of 
ecological-
evolutionary theory 

• Mary Hamilton and 
David Barton (1998) 
– Online language 
reflects the 



A Level Language – Terms and Theorists 
 

Sentence mood – 
declarative, interrogative, 
imperative, exclamative 
Conjunctions – co-
ordinating and sub-
ordinating 
Colloquialisms 
Ellipsis 
Discourse structure 
Coherence 
Cohesion 
Logical connectors 
Grammatical connectors 
Lexical/semantic connectors 
 
Theorists: 
Barthes, R – Semiotics 
Sapir- Worf – linguistic 
relativity/ determinism 
 

 
 
Theorists: 
Grice’s Maxims 
Giles Howard – 
Accommodation 
Penelope Brown/Levinson – 
Politeness/ Pragmatics/ Face 
Jennifer Cheshire – Non-
grammatical forms/ dialect 
Jennifer Coates – Gender, 
oral culture/ house talk 
Lesley Milroy  - speech 
communities, open and 
closed networks 
Peter Trugill – Dialect 
levelling 
Geoffry Leech – pragmatics 
Almut Koester – Phatic talk   
Mark, Sebba – Identity 
Coulthard, M – Classroom 
discourse 
Drew + Heritage – 
Occupational dialect/ goal 
orientation 
Sue Fox – MLE   
 

Kerswill and Williams (1994) 
– Estuary English, young 
peoples’ speech influenced 
by London – leads to 
Multicultural London English  
Aitchison (1991) four stages 
of phonological change – A 
process 
Aitchison – Language 
change myths. Crumbling 
castle, damp spoon, virus 
 
 

monosyllable, proto-words. 
Consonant clusters 
Deletion,  substitution, 
intonation 
Underextension, 
overextension (Rescorla 
1980) 
Nelson (1973) 
Labelling, packaging and 
network building  
(Aitcheson) 
Holophrases 
Productive and receptive 
vocabulary 
Vygotszy (1978) Zone of 
proximal development 
 
Telegraphic language 
Post-telegraphic language 
Brown’s (1973) acquisition 
of inflectional affixes 
Cruttenden’s stages (1979) 
Inflection 
Berko (1973) 
Over-generalization, over-
regularization categorical 
over-extension, analogical 
overextension, predicate 
overextension 
Virtuous errors 

vernacular of the 
time and is shaped 
by audience 

• David Crystal –
(2008) Ludic (play) 
language  

• Susan Herring 
(2007) – CMC still 
has characteristics 
of F2F conversation 

 
Language and Gender 

• Dominance theory –
Zimmerman and 
West (1960s -70s) 

• Difference theory – 
Holmes (1980) 
Tannen (1980) 
Pilkinton, Kupier, 
Howe 

• Deficit theory 
(1920s -30s) 
Jespersen  – BUT 
Lakoff’s theory in 
particular 1973 
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