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What does the UCAS reference contain?  
 

A UCAS reference is made up of 3 sections: 
 

Section 1: the context of the school 

Section 2: any extenuating circumstances which have affected a child’s education 

Section 3: subject reference. This will contain a paragraph on each subject plus information on work 

experience and extracurricular activities. 

  

 Who writes my child’s reference? 

 

The reference is written by a combination of staff who know your child. Section 1 is the same for all 

students and is written by Ms Turner. Section 2 is written by the sixth form team with input from the 

form tutor. Section 3 is written by form tutor with input from subject teachers.  
 

What if I feel there are extenuating circumstances that have affected my child’s education? 

 

UCAS recommend that if a student has faced circumstances which may have affected their academic 

performance, this should be included in Section 2 of the reference. If you feel there is anything that has 

adversely affected your child which school is not already aware of, then please contact us on 

sixthform@qes.org.uk. Examples of such circumstances are as follows: 

• Disability 

• Illness 

• Bereavement 

• Signifcant adverse personal circumstances 

• Caring responsibilities 

• Disruption to personal life (e.g. multiple house moves) 

 

 

UCAS Predicted Grades  
 

Students who applying for university through the UCAS system require a predicted grade for each 

subject.   
 

For all students other than those considering ‘early entry’ courses (Oxbridge/medicine/vet 

science/dentistry), the UCAS prediction will be taken from their TAG (target grade) from October of 

Year 13. Predicted grades for ‘early entry’ students will be taken from the TAG from July of Year 12 

but with individual conversations with staff to ensure that the grade is up to date. 
 

Our ethos for UCAS predictions is that they are ‘optimistic but realistic’- what we believe the student 

could achieve on a good day, assuming they work hard for the remainder of the course. It should be 

influenced by what the student has achieved in assessed work already, and particularly although not 

exclusively by the Year 12 mock exam result. 
 

Students who have any concerns over their predicted grades should speak to a member of the sixth 

form team and not discuss with subject teachers until they have done so. 
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