
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 Modern History (American History) summary curriculum map/core concepts 
AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Half term 1: 
Political Developments,  

1865-1890 

Half term 2: 
Economic, Social and 

Foreign Policy 
Developments,  

1865-1890 
 

Half term 3: 
Political Developments,  

1890-1920 
 

Half term 4: 
Economic, Social and 

Foreign Policy 
Developments,  

1890-1920 
 

 
The Political, Economic and 
Social Developments of the 

1920s 

 
Preparation for Non-

Examined Assessment 
 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

➢ The American political 
system 

➢ The definition and 
chronology of 
Reconstruction 

➢ Why Reconstruction 
failed 

➢ The Presidents of the 
Gilded Age  

➢ Interpretations of the 
Gilded Age 

➢ The experience of 
African Americans, 
1865-1890 

➢ The reasons for 
economic growth 

➢ The impact of economic 
growth 

➢ Interpretations of key 
big businessman  

➢ The causes and impact 
of Immigration 

➢ Social, regional & 
ethnic divisions inc. 
Westward Expansion & 
the conflict with Native 
Americans 

➢ Foreign Policy 1865-
1890 

➢ The Populist Movement 
➢ Reasons for the 

emergence of 
Progressivism 

➢ The Progressivism of 
Presidents Roosevelt, 
Taft & Wilson 

➢ The reasons for and 
impact of ‘New’ 
Immigration 

➢ The position of African 
Americans, 1890-1920 

➢ The continuing reasons 
for economic growth 
and its impact 

➢ Interpretations of 
foreign policy 1890-
1912 

➢ US entry into WW1 and 
its impact domestically 
and on foreign policy 

➢ The situation of the 
USA by 1920 
 

 

➢ The return to normalcy 
during the presidencies 
of Harding & Coolidge 

➢  The reasons for and 
extent of economic 
growth  

➢ The experience of 
immigrants and women 
in the 1920s 

➢ The causes and impact 
of Prohibition 

➢ An overview of Russian 
history from 1901-1917 

➢ Where to find resources 
for further reading and 
research 

➢ How to produce and 
refine a detailed essay 
plan 

➢ How to produce a draft 
essay 

➢ Year 13: How to add 
sources, 
interpretations, 
referencing and 
bibliographies 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Congress / Supreme Court / 
Presidency / Constitution 
Reconstruction 
Gilded Age 
Impeachment 
Laissez-faire 
 
 

Industrialisation 
Trusts & Monopolies 
Robber Barons 
Immigration 
Westward Expansion 
Manifest Destiny 
Isolationism  
Expansionism 
 

Populism 
Progressivism 
‘New’ immigration 
 

Civil Rights 
Imperialism 
Wilsonianism 
Moral Diplomacy 
 

Normalcy 
Prohibition 

Revolution 
Tsarist Regime 
Autocracy 

 


