
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS3 Geography curriculum map 
KEY CONCEPTS in GEOGRAPHY:  Place     Sustainability     Development         Inequality      Interdependence      Hazards  Cycles 

 Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 

Year 9 Ecocide 
 
PLACE/DEVELOPMENT/SUSTAINABILITY 

Water on the land 
 
CYCLES/HAZARDS  
 

21st Century: Africa’s big break? 
 
DEVELOPMENT/INEQUALITY/INTERDEPENDENCE 

Knowledge rich 
content 

To know the names and locations of major islands of the World 
 
To know the 4 main ways in which islands are formed 
 
To know the physical character of Rapa Nui and how this has changed 
 
To know reasons as to why the Rapa Nui civilization collapsed 
 
To know the physical and human character of Nauru 
 
To know what is happening at the Alberta Tar Sands and why 
 
To know how Iceland has huge renewable energy potential but also 
what conflicts this brings 
 
To know the delicate relationship between mankind and the 
environment 
 

To know key features of the drainage basin 
 
To know the processes operating in a river 
environment 
 
To know how to explain the formation of landforms of 
erosion, erosion and deposition and deposition 
 
To know how to read and construct a flood hydrograph 
 
To know methods of river engineering and the relative 
costs and benefits of different methods. 

To know common misconceptions regarding Africa and how to 
challenge them 
 
To know key features of the physical and human character of Africa 
 
To know what a thematic map is and be able to interpret them to 
gain a knowledge of place 
 
To know key features of the physical and human character of 
Malawi, the Central African Basin focusing on the DR of Congo 
 
To know how urbanization is causing change and what sustainable 
urban design could look like 
 
To know how species adapt and illustrate interdependency with 
their environment 
 
To know issues surrounding the exploitation of resources & how this 
links to globalization & sustainability 

Key subject 
specific 
terminology 

Islands, eustatic sea level change, civilization, ecocide, 
guano, tar sands, fossil fuels, geothermal energy, 
hydroelectric energy 

Drainage basin, source, tributary, confluence, 
meander, mouth, abrasion, attrition, solution 
and hydraulic action, saltation, suspension, 
traction, V-shaped valley, interlocking spurs, 
waterfall, meander, ox-bow lake, levees, estuary, 
soft engineering, hard engineering 

Biomes, resources, demographic dividend, East African Rift 
Valley, cash crops, urbanization, rural-urban 
migration/natural increase, Ngorongo, cobalt 
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