
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS3 Geography curriculum map 
KEY CONCEPTS in GEOGRAPHY:  Place     Sustainability     Development     Inequality       Interdependence       Hazards         Cycles 

 Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 

Year 8 Sustainability 
 
SUSTAINABILITY/PLACE/DEVELOPMENT/ 
INEQUALITY/INTERDEPENDENCE 

The Poles 
 
PLACE/DEVELOPMENT/INTERDEPENDENCE/SUSTAINABILITY 

Urbanisation 
 
PLACE/DEVELOPMENT/INTERDEPENDENCE 

Knowledge 
rich content 

To know what sustainability is and how actions can be more or 
less sustainable 
 
To know the process of global warming (causes/consequences) 
  
To know how development caused disaster for the Aral Sea 
 
To know that local actions have global consequences and be 
able to draw on a range of examples 
 
To know the natural and human character of the Middle East 
 
To know how Masdar could represent a model for sustainable 
urban design  
 
To know what activism is, methods and explore the 
effectiveness of different types of activism  
 
To know the concept of a circular economy and explore 
companies applying the philosophy 
 
To know how to investigate sustainability/ environmental 
impacts on the school grounds 

To know the physical location and character of both the Antarctic & Arctic and 
how these landscapes contrast 
 
To know the climatic character of Antarctic and how this varies between the 
coast and inland  
 
To know the value of the Poles for research and to begin to appreciate the 
challenges of carrying out research in these extreme landscapes. 
 
To know the range of employment opportunities available in the Antarctic 
(including who the BAS are/what they do) 
 
To know the Antarctic food chain and to begin to appreciate how different 
species adapt to their environment 
 
To know who Sir Ernest Shackleton was & understand the challenges presented 
from Polar exploration 
 
To know some key threats to the Polar habitats including overfishing, mineral 
extraction and climate change 
 
To know how these fragile landscapes are being managed- focus on Antarctic 
Treaty 

To know urbanization as a global trend and be 
able to explain its’ cause 
 
To know that patterns of land use can be 
identified in HIC urban centres 
 
To know some key challenges of urbanization 
and to consider some strategies to tackle 
urban problems 

Key subject 
specific 
terminology 

Resources, fossil fuels, sustainability, Rio Earth Summit, 
Agenda 21, Sustainable Development goals, global 
warming, hidden water, activism, circular economy, 
Environmental Impact Assessment 

Southern Ocean, Antarctic Peninsula, research, exploration, food 
chains, Antarctic krill, Sir Ernest Shackleton, overfishing, mining, 
Antarctic Treaty 

Urbanisation, rural to urban migration, natural 
increase, CBD, Inner City, Suburbs, urban sprawl, 
congestion, squatter settlements, public transport, 
urban farming & guerilla gardening 

 


