
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS3 Geography curriculum map 
KEY CONCEPTS in GEOGRAPHY:  Place     Sustainability     Development     Inequality     Interdependence     Hazards        Cycles 

 Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 

Year 7 Our Place & Rusty the Red 
 
PLACE/CYCLES/INTERDEPENDENCE 

Spectacular Scenery 
 
CYCLES/PLACE/DEVELOPMENT 

Hazards: Extreme Weather 
 
HAZARDS/PLACE/DEVELOPMENT/INEQUALITY 

Knowledge-rich 
content 

To know the 7 continents, some countries in Europe and 
some counties in England & the be able to identify the  
differences between continents, countries, regions and 
counties 
 
To know key features of our local region (both natural & 
human) 
 
To know how rock cycling and water cycling are shaping our 
landscape 
 
To know the 3 categories of rock; igneous, metamorphic & 
sedimentary & their character 
 
To know how to apply core map skills including using scale, 
reading direction & locating using grid references 
 

To know what the rock cycle is & to know the 3 
categories of rock type and their key characteristics 
 
To know how landscape links to geology; for 
instance the role of resistance 
 
To know the features of karst topography (limestone 
scenery) and that these features provide similarities 
between places 
 
To know the process of carbonation (chemical 
weathering of limestone) 
 
To know the value of limestone ecologically- 
beginning to explore how species adapt. 
 
To know that limestone is a key component in the 
manufacture of cement 
 
To know some advantages/disadvantages of 
quarrying 

To know some examples of extreme weather 
 
To know why extreme weather is becoming more 
frequent 
 
To know that ‘tornado alley’ is a hotspot for extreme 
weather (tornadoes) and to know how they form 
 
To know how the distribution of tornadoes and 
hurricanes contrasts. 
 
To know the environmental conditions necessary for 
a hurricane to form 
 
To know some key impacts of hurricanes 
 
To know some factors that influence the scale of 
impact/vulnerability to hurricane events 

Key subject 
specific 
terminology 

Continent, Country, Region, County, latitude, longitude, 
Greenwich meridian, relief, resistance, sedimentary, 
metamorphic, igneous, weathering, erosion, contours, 
National Parks, scale, direction 

Rock cycle, sedimentary, metamorphic, igneous, 
resistance, weathering and erosion (freeze-
thaw/onion skin/biological/chemical), adaptations, 
cement manufacture 

Extreme weather, global warming, hazards, 
tornadoes, cumulonimbus clouds, hurricanes, socio-
economic impacts, environmental impacts, 
vulnerability, hazard management 
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