
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yr 10 Geography Curriculum Map 
KEY CONCEPTS in GEOGRAPHY:  Place     Sustainability     Development         Inequality      Interdependence      Hazards  Cycles 

 Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 Comments 

Year 10 Living World: Ecosystems; Tropical 
Rainforest & Deserts 
 
PLACE/CYCLES/INTERDEPENDENCE 

Challenge of Natural Hazards 
 
HAZARDS/PLACE/DEVELOPMENT/ 
INTERDEPENDENCE/INEQUALITY 

Physical landscapes in the UK 
 
PLACE/CYCLES 

Fieldwork opportunity: 
To what extent do 
conflicts occur in 
Elterwater- a glaciated 
upland area (1 day) Knowledge 

rich content 
To know the distribution of different 
biomes and factors influencing 
distribution 
 
To know the character of TRF & deserts- 
how do animals and plants adapt to their 
environment 
 
To know pressures/challenges inherent in 
different biomes 
 
To know the opportunities that different 
biomes create 
 
To know examples of how contrasting 
biomes can be developed sustainably 
 

To know what is a natural hazard and what 
factors influence the level of risk 
 
To know the physical processes that create 
hazards e.g. Tectonic  
 
To know how both the impact and response 
to hazards vary with different levels of wealth 
 
To know how risk can be reduced by 
monitoring, prediction, planning & prevention 
 
To know named examples of both tectonic & 
climatic events 
 
To know the process, impact and methods of 
management of climate change 

To know the UK has a diverse physical 
geography 
 
To know the processes that operate in river & 
glacial landscapes 
 
To know how to explain the formation of 
landforms by applying understanding of 
processes 
 
To know how physical landscapes can present 
both challenges and opportunities- how can 
these be managed? E.g. flooding, conflicts 

Key subject 
specific 
terminology 

Distribution, ecosystem, biome, nutrient 
cycling, adaptations, interdependency, 
deforestation, Indonesia, sustainable 
management, CITES, Debt for nature swaps, 
afforestation, deserts, challenge, opportunity 

Hazards, constructive/destructive 
/collision/conservative, core, mantle, crust, richter 
scale, L’Aquila, Nepal, tropical storms, Typhoon 
Haiyan, storm surge, eye, outer spiral arms, 
impact, response, management, climate change, 
adaptation & mitigation 

Rivers; Drainage basin features, , abrasion, 
attrition, solution and hydraulic action, saltation, 
suspension, traction, V-shaped valley, interlocking 
spurs, waterfall, meander, ox-bow lake, levees, 
estuary, flooding, soft/hard engineering,  
Glacial; Glacial trough, truncated spurs, corrie, 
arête, pyramidal peak, hanging valley, misfit 
stream, ribbon lake, glacial till, moraine, erratic, 
drumlin, outwash plain, conflicts, management 

 


