
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 English summary curriculum map/core concepts 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half term 1 and 2: 

Scars of War: explore how literature is used 
to express ideas about war  
Key text: anthology of war poetry, fiction extracts and 
non-fiction articles   
 

Half term 3 and 4: 
Brave New World: explore the meaning of the 
exclamation ‘Oh, brave new world’ through the 
original source (The Tempest) and other modern 
texts.   
Key text: Shakespeare’s The Tempest/ Anthology of 
dystopian fiction and non-fiction 

Half term 5 and 6: 
Outliers and Outsiders: explore what constitutes an 
outlier/outsider and their presentation in key texts.   
Key text: Short stories from the EMC Literary Shorts 
Anthology 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 
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By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
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By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

Know how to summarise events and ideas from a 
range of literature  

Know how to embed quotations, and to analyse the 
effectiveness of words and phrases in quotations  

Know how to write effective narrative pieces inspired 
by a painting 

Know about different attitudes towards conflict and 
how they are expressed through poetry   

To know how Elizabethan sea travel and 
colonialisation shaped the writing of the Tempest   
 
Know the plot, characters, themes and language 
of The Tempest   
 
Know how to write analytically about 
Shakespeare’s language using quotations as 
evidence  
 
Know the conventions of dystopian fiction and 
the points it makes about technology in our 
world 
 
Know a range of powerful rhetorical devices 
which they can use in a lively article written for 
their peers  

Know the terms community, stereotypes and 
race and understand how writers explore these 
concepts in texts  
 
Understand and know that texts are created for a 
purpose and be able to consider the reasons the 
writer created the text.   
 
Know how to make writing imaginative and 
interesting using different sentence starters, 
varied punctuation and experimenting with 
descriptive vocabulary  
 
know and identify how media texts are 
constructed to deliver a specific ideology and can 
therefore help reinforce negative stereotypes.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Know how to critically analyse a speech, 
research, write and deliver their own informative 
speeches.   
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Alliteration  
Communication  
Disappointment  
Disillusionment  
Duty  
Emotive   
Enthusiasm  
Excitement  
Graphic  
Juxtaposition  
Metaphor  
Onomatopoeia  
Patriotism/ic  
Personification  
Propaganda  
Protest  
Recruitment  
Repetition  
Simile  
Soldier 

alienation   
citizenship  
colonisation  
democracy  
dramatic irony  
dystopia  
iambic pentameter  
idyll   
incarceration  
innovative   
Jacobean/ Elizabethan 
liberty   
prose  
protagonist  
soliloquy  
totalitarian  
tragicomedy  
uniformity  
utopia 

Analyse  
Character  
Colonialism   
Identity  
Imperialism   
Individuality  
Insecurity  
Justify  
Juxtaposition  
Monologue  
Narrative  
Outlier  
Outsider  
Responsibility  
Stereotype  
symbolism  
Sympathise  
Theme  
Tolerance 
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