
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 A level DRAMA summary curriculum map/core concepts 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Naturalism and Epic theatre Physical theatre styles Creating a reinterpretation 

By the end of this term, pupils will know….. By the end of this term, pupils will know….. By the end of this term, pupils will know….. 
 
 How to be more sophisticated actors and 

performers with higher level performance 
skills and a wider skillset 

 What naturalism is and how Stanislavski’s 
system is applied to create highly effective 
performance material 

 What Epic theatre is and how Brecht’s 
theories and ideas can be applied effectively 
in rehearsal and performance 

 How modern theatre companies and 
practitioners have adapted and used 
Naturalism and Epic theatre 

 How to successfully create sophisticated and 
detailed devised performance using a style 

 How to successfully create sophisticated and 
detailed scripted performance work using a 
style 

 Fundamental information about set, 
costume, hair and make up, lighting and 
sound 

 How to evaluate performance material 
successfully 

 
 How to be more sophisticated actors and 

performers with higher level performance 
skills and a wider skillset 

 How to recognize and use a wide range of 
physical theatre stylistic techniques to 
communicate meaning to an audience 

 How deconstruct performance work from a 
range of physical theatre companies 

 What Biomechanics is and how to use 
Meyerhold’s theories and training ideas to 
create stylized performance work 

 How to create verbatim performance 
 How to apply physical theatre techniques to 

create performance work 
 Background context to one set text 
 How to explore a set text from the 

perspectives of actor, designer or director  

 
 How to be more sophisticated actors and 

performers with higher level performance 
skills and a wider skillset 

 How to reinterpret a script in a different style 
 How to combine original text with devised 

material 
 How to rehearse, develop, refine and 

perform an extended piece of performance 
material. 

 How to write a detailed creative log 
 Background context to a second set text 
 How to explore a set text from the 

perspectives of actor, designer or director 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Key tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
given circumstances; circles of attention; emotion 
memory; backstory; unit/ beat; objective; 
superobjective; temporhythm; actioning; didactic; 
gestus; verfremdungseffekt; spass; juxtaposition; 
diegetic, non diegetic 
 

Key tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
verbatim; dynamics; proxemics; semiotics; 
ensemble; tableaux; choreography; etude; 
socialist realism; constructivism; biomechanics; 
ostranenie; contemporary; spotlight; gobo; 
shutter; barndoor; Fresnel; parcan; grid; birdy; 
special; gel; dimmers;  

Key tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
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