
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 Music 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half terms 1 and 2: 
SONG-WRITING 

Half terms 3 and 4: 
SOUNDTRACKS 

Half terms 5 and 6: 
THE 12-BAR SEQUENCE IN MUSIC 

By the end of this term, pupils will know….. By the end of this term, pupils will know….. By the end of this term, pupils will know….. 
 

o Common chord progressions that use the 
primary & secondary chords of a key 
 

o How chord progressions and texture can 
help to define the structure of modern 
popular songs 
 

o Some basic melodic-writing techniques 
for use in different sections of a song 
 

 
 
 

 
o The difference between three tonalities in 

music (major, minor, and dissonant) 
 

o Which musical devices can be used to 
portray a specific mood of a film / TV 
show / game 
 

o How pitch, orchestration, and texture 
affect the use of these devices and 
tonalities 
 

 
 

 
o What the 12-bar chord sequence is 

 
o What dominant 7th chords are, using the 

Primary triads of a key 
 

o The different uses of the 12-bar Sequence 
in three different styles of music (Blues, 
Rock n Roll, Modern Rock/Pop) 
 

o What scales, tempo, lyrics, and 
instrumentation define these styles 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
Primary & Secondary chords of a key 
Key signature 
Block chords  
Broken chords 
Verse, Chorus, Bridge, Middle 8 
 

Pedal note 
Dissonance & Cluster chords 
Semitone (and tone) 
Motif 
Triadic melody 
Crescendo & Diminuendo 
 

12-bar Blues Chord progression 
7th chords 
Minor pentatonic scale (Blues scale & “Blue” notes) 
Major pentatonic scale 
Swing rhythms & straight rhythms 
Walking Bass 
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