
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 Music 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half terms 1 and 2: 
REGGAE MUSIC 

Half terms 3 and 4: 
BRITISH FOLK MUSIC 

Half terms 5 and 6: 
ELECTRONIC DANCE MUSIC 

By the end of this term, pupils will know….. By the end of this term, pupils will know….. By the end of this term, pupils will know….. 
 

o The important melodic and rhythmic 
features of Reggae music 
 

o What the Primary chords are in a key and 
how they’re used in chord progressions 
 

o The principles of creating a short melody 
over a simple chord progression 
 

 
 

 
o The sounds and roles of typical 

instruments in British folk music 
 

o What compound time signatures are and 
what they sound like 

 
o The ways in which Irish Jigs can be 

structured in performance 
 
 

 
o The specific parts (Bass line, Loop, Hook 

etc.) and their roles in EDM  
 

o The importance of the synthesizer and 
processed effects in EDM 
 

o How layering and variations in texture are 
used to structure a piece of EDM 

 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
Key (major scales) 
Primary chords 
Chord progression  
Steps & leaps and phrases 
Offbeat rhythm 

Drone 
Interval of a 5th 
Compound time 
Binary Form & Ternary Form 
Acoustic instrumentation 
 

Major & minor chords in a key 
Loop 
Hook 
Synthesiser 
“FX” - reverb 
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