
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 13 Music A-level – Music for Theatre 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half term 1: Half term 2: Half term 3: Half term 4: Half term 5: Half term 6: 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
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By the end of this term, 
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By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

 

 
o  General stylistic features of 

‘Musicals’ as compared to 
other forms of vocal music 

 
o Ways in which composers 

depict sadness, tragedy and 
loss  

 
 

 
 
 

Sadness & Tragedy 

 
o How composers use music 

to set the scene of a whole 
musical (or a specific 
scene/episode) 
 

o How composers set a story 
or monologue to music 

 
 
 

 
 

Scene setters & Narratives 1 

 
o Specific textural, timbral 

and instrumental 
techniques used for 
depicting love  
 

o Harmonic and melodic 
features that can be used to 
depict love within a song 

 
 
 
 

Love & Romance 

 
o The role and purpose of an 

‘anthem’ in a musical 
 

o Techniques, textures, and 
other musical features used 
in ‘anthems’ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Anthems & Crowd-pleasers 

 
o Ways in which comedy and 

irony are portrayed through 
the melody, texture, 
instrumentation, and vocal 
techniques 
 

o How musical elements are 
used to underpin a 
character’s specific narrative, 
action, or intention 

 
Comedy & Irony 

Scene setters & Narratives 2 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 
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Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

 Recit.  
 Minor 9th chord 
 Arch-shape phrasing 
 Counterpoint 
 6-5 appoggiatura /minor 6+5 
 Dissonance (semitone) 
 Dorian, minor 6th chord 
 9-10 over minor chord (appog). 

or alternating notes) 
 Question & Answer 
 Cycle of fifths 
 Tertiary shifts, tone shift 
 Broken chords 
 Descending phrase shape 
 Descending stepwise bass 
 

 Strophic 
 Added 6th chords 
 Birdsong instrumentation (wind) 
 Conjunct melody, Triadic 

melody 
 Ostinato 
 Recitative 
 Leitmotif 
 Tonic pedal 
 Tonal Shift by a semi-tone 
 Add2 minor chords 
 Chromaticism 

 

 Dim + aug chords 
 Semitonal chord shift (word-

painting “If I loved you”) 
 Augmented 6th chord 
 Rising melodic chromaticism  
 Dominant 9th + 13th chords 

(opulent harmony) 
 Song Form, Strophic 
 Add2 major chords (dissonance) 
 Maj7th + Maj6th (7-6 apopog.) 
 Sicilian rhythm 
 Melisma 
 Chromatic rising sequence  
 Sus chords, 4-3 
 1st inversion chords 

 Chorus 
 A Capella 
 Unison, homophonic 
 Simple accompaniment 
 Verse-Chorus (middle 8) form 
 Simple ABA form 
 Disjunct intervals (melodic 

augmentation) 
 Syllabic 
 Tonal shift up a tone 
 Periodic phrasing 
 Dotted rhythm & Martial 

instrumentation 
 

 Stride bass (Oom-pah 
accompaniment) 

 Lydian mode 
 2-part counterpoint 
 Rising melodic sequence 
 2/4 off beat chords 
 1-5 bass 
 Cross-rhythm 
 Dies Irae 
 Cluster chord 
 Glissandi (violins) 
 Tremolo 
 Rising chromatic sequence 
 Arch-form 
 Bird-song, trills 
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