
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 Music A-level – The Operas of Mozart 
AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Half term 1: Half term 2: Half terms 3 & 4: Half term 5: Half term 6: 
By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, pupils will know….. 
 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

 
o Features that typify the 

Classical style of music 
(1750-1800) 
 

o The specific features of 
Sonata Form 
 

o The differences between 
Opera buffa and Opera 
Seria 

 
o The typical features of 

Mozart’s musical style 
and how this style 
changed 
 

o How word-painting was 
typically used to 
illuminate and underpin 
the text in Classical vocal 
music 

 
o The fingerprint features of Mozart’s musical style in his opera Le Nozze di Figaro 

 
o How Mozart’s music reflects and underpins the drama within the story and Libretto of Le 

Nozze di Figaro 
 

o The ways in which Mozart depicts characters and their actions, feelings, and motivations 
within his music in Le Nozze di Figaro 

 
o How Le Nozze di Figaro 

compares to parts of 
Don Giovanni  
 

o How Opera Buffa and 
Opera Seria were used 
in The Magic Flute 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

 Symphony, Concerto, Opera 
 Sonata, Rondo, Binary, Ternary 
 Alberti bass 
 Cadential 6-4 (+ other cadences) 
 Pedal notes 
 Melody + accompaniment 
 Tonic-dominant relationship 
 Exposition 
 Development 
 Recapitulation 
 1st & 2nd Subject 
 Transition 
 Modulation 
 Tutti 
 Aria 
 Recitative 
 Secco (recitative) 
 Chorus 
 Trio, quartet etc. 

Key vocabulary will be related to the specific pieces within the Opera, and 
will focus on features of: 
 Melody 
 Harmony 
 Rhythm 
 Texture 
 Structure 
 Dynamics & articulation 

Vocabulary from Half-
terms 3-5 will be 
reinforced 
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