
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 Music A-level – Composition 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
By the end of this term, pupils will know….. By the end of this term, pupils will know….. By the end of this term, pupils will know….. 
 
o Ways to improvise musical material (melodic) within a 

small group context, using improvisation 
 
o Melody-writing techniques that define the structural 

pacing of their music 
 
o Techniques for “orchestrating” different melodic and 

harmonic parts in small ensembles 
 

 
Melodic improvisation and short exercises 

 
o More advanced ways of using harmony & cadences 

within their compositions and specific harmonic devices 
appropriate to style/genre 

 
o Ways to modulate within a piece of music, and how this 

affects structural pacing 
 

o Techniques for 4-part harmonic writing (Bach chorales) 
 
 

Compositional analysis and short exercises 

 
o How to compose a successful motif in a musical 

composition 
 
o Variation techniques and devices to use on a melody 

and/or motif 
 
o Ways to develop and manipulate a musical motif in 

longer compositions  
 
 

Melodic improvisation, Compositional 
analysis, and short composition tasks 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: Key Tier 3 disciplinary vocabulary: 
 Orchestration 
 Figuration 
 Voice-leading 
 Counterpoint 
 Parallel movement (3rds, 6ths, octaves) 
 Homophony 
 Antiphony 
 Polyphony 
 Tessitura 

 Harmonisation 
 Inversions 
 Melody/Bass counterpoint 
 Approaches to chord V7 
 Augmented 6th chords 
 Neapolitan 6th progression 
 Phrygian cadence 
 Modulation 
 Secondary dominants 
 Substitute chords 
 Pivot chords 
 Tonal “shifts” 

 Passing notes (diatonic AND chromatic) 
 Auxiliary notes 
 Appoggiaturas 
 Ornamentation 
 Mode change 
 Re-harmonisation 
 Motif (vs melody) 
 Fragmentation 
 Melodic inversion 
 Augmentation & diminution 
 Retrograde (and Retrograde inversion) 
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