
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 Music GCSE – Understanding Music 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half term 1: Half term 2: Half term 3: Half term 4: Half term 5: Half term 6: 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

 

 
o The instrumentation, 

structure, and effects 
used in Popular music 
 

o The specific features that 
mark out different 
Popular styles (Rock n 
Roll, Blues, Prog Rock 
etc.) 

 
o Timbres and roles of 

families and instruments 
within the Orchestration 

 
o The vocal textures used 

in Classical vocal works 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
o The difference between 

Symphonies, Concerti, 
and Sonatas 

 
o The ways in which basic 

musical elements can be 
manipulated for 
expression within 
Romantic Piano music 

 
o How Modern Classical 

music reinterpreted 
certain elements within 
these Classical music 
conventions 

 
o How Folk music traits 

became more important 
in Modern Classical music 

 
o The features of the 2nd set 

work (Mozart “Clarinet 
Concerto in A” 

NEED TO ADD IN MOZART 
SET WORK 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

 Verse, Chorus etc 
 Reverb, distortion, chorus 
 Metre (rarer time signatures 

 

 Text-setting 
 Requiem, anthem 
 Syllabic 
 Melismatic 
 Word-painting 
 Homophony (chordal) 
 Antiphony 
 Polyphonic 
 Monophonic 
 Pizzicato, arco 
 Muted 

 “Movements” 
 Chamber Music 
 Sonata Form 
 Cadenza 
 Tutti 
 Melodic sequence 
 “Programme” music 
 Rubato 
 Use of pedals (Piano) 
 Increased tessitura 
 Chromatic harmony 

 Melodic Inversion 
 Melodic Retrograde 
 Ostinati, layering 
 Cyclical structure 
 Displacement 
 Phasing 
 Terms associated with 

Mozart’s Clarinet concerto 
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