
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Music GCSE - Composition 
AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Half term 1: Half term 2: Half term 3: Half term 4: Half term 5: Half term 6: 
By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

 
o Ways in which to phrase 

rhythmic and melodic 
material 
 

o The basic conventions of 
standard notation 

 
o The notes of a pentatonic 

minor scale 
 
 
 
Projects: 
Notating your rhythms 
Reggae pentatonic melody 

 
o The differences between 

natural, melodic and 
harmonic minor scales 
  

o The functions of specific 
scale-degrees and how they 
can be used 

 
o The typical ways in which 

chromatic passing notes are 
used in melodies 

 
 
Project(s): 
Exploring minor keys 
12-bar Blues melody 

 
o The techniques used to 

harmonise a given 
melody 
 

o The important cadences 
of a key 

 
o How to manage non-

chord tones in harmony 
 

 
 
 
Project(s):  
Folk Harmonisations 

 
o The features of successful 

chord progressions 
 

o The importance of 
harmony in defining 
structure 
 

o Ways in which a melody 
can be varied rhythmically 
and melodically 

 
 
Project(s):  
More harmonisations 
Variations on a Theme 

 
o Different figurations for 

piano and bass from a set 
chord sequence 
 

o Techniques for creating 
repetition and contrast 
from given material 
 

o What ‘doubling’ means 
and how to harmonise in 
3rds/6ths 

 
 
Project 
Latin composition 

 
o What a chord inversion is 

 
o The typical ways of using 

inversions in a chord 
sequence 
 

o Ways of arranging chords 
for different instruments 
and in different textures 

 
 
 
Projects: 
Arrange the Pop song!  
Continue to work on Latin Composition 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

 Question & Answer phrasing 
 Periodic Phrasing 
 Time Signature 
 Note values & beaming 
 Minor Pentatonic scale 
 Drone 
 Scale-degrees 
 Tonic 
 Motif 

 Natural minor scale 
 Melodic Minor Scale 
 Harmonic Minor scale 
 Raided 6th / 7th 
 Leading note 
 The ‘pull’ of certain scale-

degrees 
 Step/leaps 
 Melodic shape 
 Chromatic passing note 

 Primary chords 
 Secondary chords 
 Harmonise 
 Triadic melody 
 Passing note 
 Auxiliary 
 Dissonant / Consonant 
 Cadence 
 Perfect, Imperfect, Plagal 

cadences 
 

 Relative Major / Minor 
 Key signatures 
 Motif development  
 Inversion, augmentatyion, 

diminution 
 Sequence 
 Interrupted cadence 

 

 Polyrhythm 
 Figuration (chords) 
 Harmony in 3rds 
 Bassline 
 Textural contrasts 
 Break 
 Call & Response 
 Syncopation 
 Unison 

 1st inversion 
 2nd inversion 
 Voice-leading / voicing 
 Root notes 
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