
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Music GCSE – Understanding Music 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half term 1: Half term 2: Half term 3: Half term 4: Half term 5: Half term 6: 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this 
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By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know….. 

 
o The features of Reggae 

music and how they can 
be categorized into 
musical elements 
 

o The importance of 
instrumentation and 
rhythmic features in 
African music 

 
o Techniques for the aural 

recognition of primary 
triads and rhythmic / 
melodic features  

 
o The features of Blues 

music and how they can 
be categorized into 
musical elements 

 
o How Folk Music uses 

structure, modes, rhythm 
and texture in the British 
tradition 

 
o Techniques for 

recognising and writing 
down simple chord 
progressions, basic 
rhythms and simple 
melodies 

 
o The features of Latin 

American music and 
how they can be 
categorized into 
musical elements 
 

o The stylistic traits of 
different Latin 
American musics 

 
o Basic techniques for 

analysis using a printed 
score 

 
o How Musical Theatre can 

‘fuse’ different styles  
 

o Typical structures and 
their roles within Musical 
Theatre 

 
o Ways of using the voice 

in typical Musical Theatre 
songs 

 
o How The Pop genre can 

be fused with elements of 
the African musical 
tradition 
 

o The musical features of 
three songs from the 
album “Graceland” by 
Paul Simon 
 

o How the different musical 
elements are used within 
Paul Simon’s work 

 
• Graceland 
• You Can Call Me Al 

• Diamonds on the Soles…. 

 
o How music conveys 

mood, character, and 
action 
 

o The roles and timbres of 
orchestral families & 
instruments in film and 
gaming music 
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 Primary & Secondary Chords 
 Chord progression 
 Riff / Ostinato 
 Offbeat & Syncopation 
 Polyrhythmic 
 Cross-rhythms 
 Call & Response 
 Djembe, Balafon, Mbira, Kora 

 12-bar Blues sequence 
 Blues Scale & Blue notes 
 Swing rhythms 
 Walking bass 
 Chord inversions 
 Modes 
 Drone 
 Lombardic 
 Binary, Ternary 

 Syncopation 
 Timbales 
 Congas, Bongos 
 Cabasa, Maracas, guiro 
 Clave rhythm (3-3-2) 
 Pizzicato 

 Fusion 
 Verse, Chorus, Bridge 
 Strophic 
 Through-composed 
 Syllabic 
 Melisma 
 Falsetto 
 Solo, duet, ensemble 

 

 A Capella 
 Kwela 
 Donna 
 Talking Drum 
 Vocal textures 
 Palindrome 

 Timbre,  
 Muted Brass 
 Tremolo strings 
 Dissonance 
 Chromaticism 
 Pedal notes 
 Major v minor modes 
 Disjunct / conjuncty 
 Melodic shape 
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