
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 13 Psychology  
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Half term 1: 

Mental Health 
Half term 2: 

Child Psychology 
Half term 3: 

Child Psychology 
Half term 4: 

Criminal Psychology 
Half term 5: 

Criminal Psychology 
Half term 6: 

(title/theme/topic) 
By the end of this term, 
pupils will know how to 
explain and treat mental 
illness 

By the end of this 
term, pupils will know 
how the brain 
influences the 
behaviour of young 
children 

By the end of this term, 
pupils will know how 
the environment 
influences the 
behaviour of young 
children 

By the end of this 
term, pupils will know 
how the brain 
influences the 
behaviour of adults 

By the end of this 
term, pupils will know 
how environmental 
experiences influence 
the behaviour of adults 

By the end of this 
term, pupils will 
know….. 

Case study 1 – Disorder 
Depression 
Biological 
explanations/treatments  
Behaviourist 
explanations/treatments  
Key study - Rosenhan 
Case study 2 – Disorder 
Schizophrenia 
Biological 
explanations/treatments  
Cognitive 
explanations/treatments  
Key study - Gottesman 
Case study 3 – Disorder 
OCD 

Intelligence – 
Biological influences 
on intelligence 
 
Pre-adult brain 
development and risk 
taking in adolescence 
  
Perceptual 
development in young 
children and animals 
 

Theories of cognitive 
development and the 
impact of this in 
education 
 
Development of 
attachment and the 
impact of failure to 
develop attachments 
 
The influence of 
television advertising 
on children and 
stereotyping in such 
adverts 

Biological and non-
biological explanations 
of crime 
 
The collection and 
processing of forensic 
evidence including 
motivating factors and 
bias 
Collecting evidence 
and the use of 
evidence form 
witnesses and suspects 
 
 

The courtroom – how 
juries can be 
persuaded by the 
characteristics of 
witnesses and 
defendants 
 
Crime prevention -
features of 
neighbourhoods and 
zero tolerance policies 
 
 
Effect of imprisonment 
– prison and reform as 
responses to criminal 
behavior 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Biological 
explanations/treatments  
Psychodynamic 
explanations/treatments  
Key study - Szasz 

 
Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Key Tier 3 disciplinary 
vocabulary: 

Neurotransmitter 
Synapse 
SSRIs 
Classical conditioning 
Operant conditioning 
Social learning theory 
Systematic-
desensitisation 
Cognitive behaviour 
therapy 
Faulty thinking 
Psychosexual stages 
Oedipus complex 
Dream analysis 
 
 
 
 
 

Heritability 
Psychometric mating 
Assortative mating 
IQ 
Raven’s progressive 
matrices 
Pre-frontal cortex 
Ventral striatum 
Adolescence 
Depth/distance 
perception 
Visual cliff 
Motion parallax 
Innate 
 
 
 

Accommodation 
Assimilation 
Object permanence 
Conservation 
Scaffolding 
Attachment 
Exploration/separation 
Locomotion 
Gender stereotyping 
Discourse 
Tilt-up action 
Marketing 
 

Monozygotic twins 
Dizygotic twins 
Cerebral cortex 
Pre-frontal cortex 
PET scanning 
Motivational bias 
Expectation bias 
Bottom-up and top-
down processing 
Fingerprinting 
 
 
 

Extra-legal factors 
Testimony 
Verdict 
Mock jury 
Accents 
Race 
White- and blue-collar 
crime 
Guilty 
Defensible spaces 
Zero tolerance 
Broken windows 
theory 
Foot patrols 
‘Pulling levers’ policing 
Neighbourhood watch  
Imprisonment 
Punishment 
Reformation 
Social roles 
deindividuation 
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