
• Introduction to the LLT curriculum offer  - Cathy O’Neill Executive 
Headteacher

• Introduction to Pathway options – Peter Hooper Assistant 
Headteacher

• Key dates and what happens next – Alison Hooper  Assistant 
Headteacher

• Options forms and the process for submitting choices - Vicky Pimblett  
Senior Teacher

• Our two schools - Cathy O’Neill Executive Headteacher

Year 9 – Option Choice Information.



…when they leave our schools 
they are independently 
minded critical thinkers with 
an ability to use their intellect, 
their skills and their 
compassion in making 
decisions in the wider world.

….a shared sense of the moral 
purpose of education.

Aims of LLT











…learning happens in so many 
diverse ways and places, from 
the rugby pitch to the orchestra, 
from the trip to Barcelona to the 
performance in the Carol 
Service, School productions, 
trips to the theatre, Work 
Experience, university visits, 
climbing up a mountain on a 
Duke of Edinburgh expedition, 
going to science club or baking a 
cake… 

Educating the whole person …



Key Stage 4 curriculum across LLT is founded on principles…

• Pupils’ needs come first

• Breadth and balance

• Choice

• Flexibility of provision

• Ability to access progression routes:
the world of work, Apprenticeships, Further and
Higher Education



The subjects pupils have to do!

Compulsory Core

• Maths

• English Language

• English Literature

• Science (x2 or x3)

Additional

• Personal Development lessons 

• Non- examined PE/games 
lessons



What is likely to be on offer for this year?

There will be 2 curriculum routes to choose from:

• Single option routes – mainly GCSEs

•GCSEs plus 1 or 2 other subjects that we call Pathways

Note it is the curriculum not the school that pupils are choosing 



So what will this mean in terms of options?

• Current Year 10 Pupils chose 5 option choices from a large range -
currently we are reviewing this and likely to reduce to 4 

• GCSE subjects count as 1 option choice and usually 5 hours/lessons per 
fortnight.

• Each Pathway counts as 2 option choices and involves immersive 
learning



We have always recommended 
a broad and balanced curriculum. 

• The Core
• English and English Literature

• Maths

• Science (x2 or x3) 

• Plus
• A language (such as French or Spanish) 

• A humanities subject (such as History or Geography)

• Plus other subjects such as Religious Studies, Music, Arts, Technology, 
Pathway subjects



• ALL GCSE subjects are linear - this means there are exams at the end of 
Year 11 after 2 years of study. 

• In most subjects there is no internally assessed coursework.

• GCSEs are graded 9-1 (9 is the highest).

GCSE Options 2021- 2022



KS4 assessment

▪ All subjects are assessed

▪ At the end of Year 11 students can sit over 20 exams in 4/5 weeks.

▪ It is very important to develop your learning and revision habits in 
Year 9 to ensure you are prepared for Key Stage 4.

▪ Organisation, preparation, reviewing, retention and memory skills 
are all important. 

▪ Mock or practice exams will happen several times throughout 
Years 10 and 11 and it is essential that students fully prepare for 
them.





Pathways















Career planning …

…. is an important part of the Year 9 Personal 
Development Programme. 

We are not expecting pupils to decide what job 
they want to do – instead it’s about starting to 
plan for the future and planning for this first set of 
decisions regarding their options. 

Our aim is to provide impartial information on the 
range of choices that will be open to your child.



Good reasons for choices…

• I am good at the subject

• I enjoy the subject

• It will keep options open to me 
post 16

• It will give me a broad and 
balanced curriculum

• It will provide some challenge



Poor reasons for choices…

• My friends are doing it

• I like/don’t like the teacher

• It looks easy

• My friend in Year 10 
likes/dislikes it

























• HoY/DHoY, Form Tutors

• Subject staff – teachers and others during lessons and 
Subject Fortnight

• Students - during the Subject Fayre

• Careers staff

• On the KS4 Options part of the website

Where can pupils can get advice?





Filling in the Early Indications Options Form

• The early indication form will go live on 1st December 2021 and the 
deadline for completing it is 14th December 2021.

• This form allows us to build the option blocks and have individual 
conversations where necessary. 

• The form will be accessible from the school website:



The Early Indication Form



The Early Indication Form



The Early Indication Form



The Early Indication Form



The Early Indications Option Form



The Final Options Form

• This form will be available from the 7th March.

• The link will be on the school website. 

• Will allow pupils to make final choices within the Option Blocks 
provided. 





What next  …

• Too much choice rather than not enough

• Individual support for pupils

• Contact us – David Foster, Laura Sullivan and 
Heather Burkitt



QES QEStudio

We believe in a truly comprehensive system in which we celebrate the 
diverse talents and skills of young people. This is evidenced by the 
quality pastoral support, the breadth of our curriculum and extra-
curricular offer, our uncompromising ambition for pupils to be the best 
people they can be, and our pride in the range of their destinations 
beyond our school gates.  

Co-located with shared staffing including a Leadership Team across 
the Trust, we share a celebration of diversity in all its forms, a parity of 
esteem for the technical, vocational, creative, practical and academic, 
a commitment to our locality, and, above all, a shared sense of the 
moral purpose of education.


