
Autumn Term 

Introduction to grammar and written texts 
Pupils will study a range of texts and genres. During this unit they will learn how to identify 
significant grammatical features or patterns in a text and how to explore their effects. Pupils will 
also analyse language features in a range of contexts, exploring the possible effects of contextual 
factors on the way language is produced in the text and how it is received and understood by its 
audience. 

Introduction to Spoken language and transcripts 
In this unit pupils will learn the features of spontaneous and crafted speech; and the features of 
different forms of spoken English, including individual and social varieties of English, and British 
regional dialects. This will include the study of phonetics, phonology and prosodics: how speech 
sounds and effects are articulated and analysed. 

An introduction to Child Language Acquisition 
The focus of this unit is to introduce the key concepts surrounding children’s acquisition of spoken 
language. The age range to be explored is 0–7 years old. Pupils will be introduced to the Phonetic 
Alphabet (IPA) and they will develop their analysis of linguistic features in texts with reference to 
theoretical concepts of child language acquisition to aid interpretation of the data. 

An introduction to Language Change over time 
This unit introduces pupils to the ways that the English language has developed and changed over 
time, including methodologies for the study of language change. Learners should study a range of 
historical texts and genres. They are expected to be able to identify and compare significant 
features or patterns in texts from two different times and to explore their effects. 

Spring Term 

Gender and power issues in Language 
In this unit learners will consider relevant theories of language and power, language and gender, in 
exploring media texts. In preparing for this section, learners should explore the ways power is 
represented in a variety of texts and discourses and the ways gender is represented and 
reproduced in a variety of texts and discourses. 

The impact of technology on language and introduction to Language Under the Microscope 
Pupils will explore key concepts and theories that involve language and technology and how the 
ways language varieties are shaped by the mode of communication. Additionally students will look 
carefully at the requirements for the Language Under the Microscope section of the exploring 
language paper in preparation for the end of year exam. 
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Summer Term 

Mini Independent investigation: 
In preparation for the Independent Language Investigation pupils will undertake a practice ‘mini’ 
investigation on a common, agreed area. This will help them to acquire the skills required to 
complete the data collection and analysis required for the investigation itself. Preparation for this 
investigation will be ongoing from this point and aims to develop the independent study skills so 
valued by employers and universities. 

End of Year Exam: Exploring Language

Autumn Term 

Exploring language 
This term in Year 13 pupils will revisit the terminology and skills needed for the Exploring Language 
paper. This will include close analysis of the lexis and sentences used in a text, writing about a 
topical linguistic issue in a lively and engaging way and comparing and contrasting the use of lexis 
and grammar in two different texts.  

Submission of first draft of the Independent Study and Academic poster 

Spring Term 

Dimensions of Linguistic Variation 
Again, this term will take a holistic approach to the skills learned in Year 12 but will focus upon 
preparation for the Dimensions of Linguistic Variation paper. This includes revisiting Language 
Change over time, Child Language Acquisition and Language in the Media which encapsulates the 
topics of gender, power and the impact of technology on language use. 

Mock Exam – Dimensions of Linguistic Variation 

SummerTerm 

Exams

Year 13


