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Our Key Stage 3 curriculum is of value in its own right, recognising three years of learning to be celebrated and 
enjoyed. We seek to encourage the development of the capacity for pupils to perform through the following 
relatively abstract criteria: 

Curriculum Aim 
We want the curriculum at Key Stage 3 to nurture: 
Creativity 
Independence 
Problem solving 
Experimentation  
Outcomes 
Disciplines  

We keep the curriculum broad across the Key Stage. 

Year 7

STRANGE- Illustration 

Creativity 
Independence 
Disciplines- line drawing, paint , imagination, pattern, colour 

FLORA AND FAUNA, What is Art, recycle 

Experimentation 
Outcomes 
Disciplines- drawing, shading, collage, Photography, artist analysis, pattern 

Year 8

HUMAN FORM 

Disciplines –mark making, print, mixed media, tonal drawing, painting, photography 
Creativity 
Problem solving 

ABSTRACT 

Experimentation 
outcomes 
Disciplines- collage, pattern, colour, paint 
 

Pupils 
We want pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 
to have experienced a taste of all 
the six key concepts in Art known 
as the ‘Universal Themes.’ These 
are: 
Events 
Environment 
Abstract 
Flora and Fauna 
Human Form 
Fantastic and Strange 
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Year 9

ENVIRONMENT- Peace and Conflict 

Creativity 
Disciplines.-drawing, cutting, painting, 3D 

Paper Art Exam 

Outcomes  
Experimentation 
Independence 
Disciplines- 3D 

EVENTS- Contemporary Arts/Turner Prize 

Independence 
Problem solving 
Discplines.-Drawing 



Key Stage   KS4 - GCSE

Subject   Art

Exam board    

Exam code  

Art
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During Key Stage 3 pupils should have experienced a wide range of experiences and key concepts in order to have 
a good grounding for Key Stage 4.

Curriculum Aim  
Creativity 
Independence 
Problem solving 
Experimentation  
Outcomes 
Disciplines  

We want pupils in Year 10 and 11 to cover the assessment criteria -Develop, experiment, 
record and present

Pupils

We want pupils in Year 10 and 11 to cover the assessment criteria -Develop, experiment, record and 
present 

This is a suggested Scheme of Work to help the department in the preparation of assignments for 
the delivery of the GCSE in Art and Design. 

The purpose of this scheme is to provide advice, not to prescribe or restrict individual teachers. The 
individual assignments are flexible and should, as they develop, reflect the needs of candidates. 
The assignments are neither prescriptive or exhaustive, they encourage good teaching practice, 
differentiation and can be adapted where necessary. 

The candidates produce a minimum of two assignments for the coursework component and the 
schemes are adapted, by extending or reducing the length of time each unit takes to complete, to 
suit the particular needs of candidates and the centre. 

The individual assignments are flexible so that candidates are able to move on to the next 
assignment and extend the first one at a later date. 

The first scheme of work starts with an introductory assignment for all, which explains the working 
process in detail. From this candidates are given similar starting points and are encouraged to 
develop their assignments individually. 

Options
The curriculum offer of options at Key Stage 4 
is founded on the following principles: 
pupils’ needs come first 
breadth and balance 
choice 
flexibility of provision 
ability to access progression routes
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Unit 1 year 10

Workshops into themed project 

Throughout the first term students are introduced to a number of different techniques. This is 
designed to develop and broaden the student’s skills base. The member of staff decides on the 
theme. E.g People and places These workshops may include: 

Drawing 
Painting 
Printing 
Oil pastels 
Chalk pastels 
Fine line 
Clay 
Collage 
3d  

Candidates develop work in their sketchbooks based on this theme. Critical and contextual 
references are vital to support their practical work. This will culminate in the students producing a 
final piece/ pieces.

Unit 1 year 11 

Open Project 

To assist candidates in their selection of starting points, a theme is provided based on a previous 
exam paper. These may include for, example, ‘Looking at Life’, ‘Illusion’, ‘Time’. This is in preparation 
for their mock exam in January. Candidates develop their personal responses using a range of two 
and three-dimensional media (with support of the teacher) to produce work in their chosen area of 
study. 

Thorough research, experimentation and personal evaluation are vital throughout the assignment. 
At this point in the course candidates must demonstrate that they are aware of and fully 
understand all the assessment objectives. This will be reflected in their thorough understanding of 
the whole process and their ability to complete the assignment from conception. 

 

Unit 2 Year 11 

Controlled Assignment 

This is exactly the same as the mock exam but with a shorter time span. The students are working 
towards a final piece to be completed over 10 hours.  

 



Summer Term 

Mi casa y mi pueblo – Talking about where you live 

Learning about Spain – cities, geography, weather. 

Talking about places in a town, and prepositions of place. 

Giving a weather forecast in Spanish, and talking about weather throughout the year 

Learning to give and request directions in Spanish 

Near future tense consolidation 

Going to the café  

Consolidation of core grammar from year 8. 

Town brochure project. 
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3D GCSE Art  

This is an overview of the new 3d GCSE Art course. It is the same as the unendorsed GCSE with 
workshops. This is followed by 2 projects one of these being the mock exam.

1  African inspired workshops using coiling, slabbing, slip application and texturing. 

 Yr 10 

2 A short project inspired by Giacometti. The students take photos behind screens, do   
 research and drawings and make wire sculptures inspired by the artist.  

 Yr 10 

3  Extension project, from the topic structures, figures or animals create their own project, this  
 must include: drawings, photos, design and final pieces in media of their own choice. 

 Yr 10 

4  Mock exam is the same as the unendorsed exam but the emphasis is on the students   
 working in 3 dimensions. 

 Yr 11 

5  Actual exam is also the same as the unendorsed, again with the emphasis on working in 3  
 dimensions 

 Yr 11 



Key Stage   KS5 - A-Level

Subject   Art

Exam board    

Exam code  

Art
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We encourage an adventurous and enquiring approach to Art and Design and Photography. Successful students 
should be able to demonstrate an understanding of past and contemporary art and design practice and be able 
to produce artwork that embraces a range of ideas and processes. 

Curriculum  Aim
Creativity 
Independence 
Problem solving 
Experimentation  
Outcomes 
Disciplines 

Broad Study

This course encourages an adventurous and enquiring approach to Art and Design. Successful 
students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of past and contemporary art and 
design practice and be able to produce artwork that embraces a range of ideas and processes. 

There is a focus on art and design practice and the integration of theory, knowledge and 
understanding. 
The content and units of assessment are appropriate and accessible to a range of levels of 
experience and ability. 
There is continuity from GCSE 
The hope is to create, creative independent thinkers and workers. 

The qualification develops for all: 

Intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive powers. 
Investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills, aesthetic 
understanding of the interrelationships between art and design and an awareness of the contexts 
in which they operate. 
Knowledge and understanding of art and design in contemporary society and in other times and 
cultures. 

SUGGESTED SCHEME OF WORK 

This scheme of work starts with an introductory course with a focus on workshops and leads onto 
candidates working on more individual assignments. 

The A-Level Diet 
The majority of students take a minimum of 3 
subjects at A Level, with 8 hours of taught 
lessons.  

These are two year linear A Level courses 
with final assessment in Year 13.  

Some students will also like to take a fourth A 
Level, or an AS in Further Maths or Core Maths 
in addition to the 3 main subjects. 
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Unit 1- Portfolio 

Year 12

Candidates are introduced to a variety of media and ways of working which will develop their 
ability to experiment 

They will partake in a series of workshops in the first term of year 12 until December. They are 
introduced to; printing, painting, collage, expressive mark making, drawing, oil pastels working to a 
theme  

Sketchbook work is of vital importance and this is used for researching and developing ideas on a 
theme. (Jan –March of Year 12) single pages used in books so work can be selected 

Candidates are encouraged to select and present images effectively, evaluating their outcomes. 

They continue their research focussing on the work of relevant artists through gallery visits, and use 
of I.C.T. and libraries. 

Work is developed in response to their analysis of artists’ work and to a chosen theme that can 
develop into different areas around their theme 

A 10 hour timed piece of work is produced at the end of Year 12  

Year 13- in depth study and development of ideas continued form Year 12. 

 Analytical work is to be pursued in response to research and essay is set in Dec of year 13 

Candidates develop responses to their enquiry showing exploration of artist’s research, 
experimentation of materials, and the development of ideas. 

This culminates in a final piece/pieces 

January is Mop up/ mounting and marking but is interrupted by other exams and revision. 

Unit 2- Externally set  assignment 

On February 1st  of Year 13 the students will be given their exam paper. They must chose a theme on 
which to base their project.  

A range of critical and contextual references must be made to inform their work 

Candidates may choose any relevant subject that is personal to them to study 

They must demonstrate experimentation of materials and the development of ideas. 

Work based on this exploration is developed to a final conclusion.  

Candidates produce all necessary preparatory work (as listed above) for the 15 hour timed exam in 
May. 


